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Agenda Item 7 Relations with other Bodies 

Document 7-03 Invitation for submission of data on 
Harbour Porpoise sightings, by-
catches and strandings 

Action Requested  Take note of the request by HELCOM 

Submitted by HELCOM Secretariat 



 

 

Secretariat’s Note 

 

1. The attached request for submission of data was sent to the members of the ASCOBANS 
Jastarnia Group by the HELCOM Secretariat on 18 March 2010. 

2. Details on the agreement between ASCOBANS and HELCOM for the “Development of a co-
ordinated reporting system and HELCOM/ASCOBANS database on Baltic Sea harbour 
porpoise sightings, by-catches and strandings” can be found in AC17/Doc.6-01. 





For National experts recognised by the Jastarnia Group after their 6th Meeting in Hel Poland

Request to provide data on the HELCOM/ASCOBANS Harbour Porpoise Database

Instructions to fill up the data on Excel sheet, please read before filling-up:

1. Every HELCOM country is requested to fill up harbour porpoise data which is available: 

 - Both from territorial and international waters, or from territorial waters of another country if available (these will be cross-checked to ensure no overlap occurs)

 - Anybody having an access to data other than from territorial waters are requested to fill up Baltic Sea data also on the workingsheet "Other databases"

2. Each workingsheet holds five type of information or harbour porpoise sightings:

 - Strandings

 - Incidental sightings

 - Effort sightings

 - Hunted/Killed

 - Bycatch

3. Datasheets also include all the old records from the existing ASCOBANS database (delivered by the German Forschungs- und Technologiezentrum Westküste

der Christian-Albrechts-Universität zu Kiel (FTZ)). These data are in hidden cells, only 3-5 latest data entries shown.

4. Each new record should include details on;

 - Day, month & year

 - Latitude & longitude (please indicate, if using other than WGS84 projection)

 - Position Description (e.g. sea area, direction and distance from nearest islands)

 - Data reference (it is very important to indicate clearly so that cross-check on possible data overlap from national reports can be ensured)

 - ID of origin

 - Time of recording and/or time description

 - Size, age & sex of the individual

 - Country (of the record holder)

 - Any additional information, e.g. flock size or other information of interest

5. Insert the data by adding new rows where indicated "Please add data here"



Strandings

Day Month Year Latitude Longitude Position DescriptionData ReferenceID of Original dataTime Time DescriptionSize (m) Age (years +) Sex (f/m) Country

Please add data here...

Incidental sightings

Day Month Year Latitude Longitude Position DescriptionData ReferenceID of Original dataTime Time DescriptionSize (m) Age (years +) Sex (f/m) Country

Please add data here...

Effort sightings

Day Month Year Latitude Longitude Position DescriptionData ReferenceID of Original dataTime Time DescriptionSize (m) Age (years +) Sex (f/m) Country

Please add data here...

Hunted/Killed

Day Month Year Latitude Longitude Position DescriptionData ReferenceID of original databaseTime Time DescriptionSize (m) Age (years +) Sex (f/m) Country

Please add data here...

Bycatch

Day Month Year Latitude Longitude Position DescriptionData ReferenceID of original databaseTime Time DescriptionSize (m) Age (years +) Sex (f/m) Country

Please add data here...


