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Provisional Annotated Agenda and Schedule 

Time Agenda Item Related Action Points Docu-
ments 

Tuesday, 20 June 

Joint Session North Sea Group and Jastarnia Group 

9.00-
10.30 

0. Welcoming Remarks 

0.1 Presentation by Invited Expert  

The meeting will be shown a presentation by Dr. Jacob Nabe-Nielsen: Update on the “Disturbance Effects on the Harbour Por-
poise Population in the North Sea” (DEPONS) project 

Coffee Break (10.30-11.00) 

11.00-
12.30 

0.2 Discussion on bycatch monitoring and      
mitigation 

  

0.3     Discussion on education and outreach   

Lunch Break (12.30-14.00) 

 

13th Jastarnia Group Meeting 

14.00-
16.00 

1. Opening of the Meeting 

1.1 Welcoming Remarks   
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Time Agenda Item Related Action Points Docu-
ments 

1.2 Adoption of the Agenda  Doc.1.2 
(Provi-
sional 
Agenda) 

3. Implementation of the Jastarnia Plan (JP 2016) and the Western Baltic, Belt Sea and Kattegat Plan (WBBKP 2012) 

Implementation of the Plan and Action Points (AP) recommended by previous Meetings of the Jastarnia Group 

3.1 Involvement of Stakeholders 

JP “Increase involvement, awareness and cooperation” 

WBBKP Objective a.: “Involvement of all stakeholders in the implementation of the plan and its evaluation” 

3.1.1 a. JP Action COOP-01: Involve stakeholders 
in the work of reducing bycatch of harbour 
porpoises 

b. WBBK Rec.1: Actively seek to involve fish-
ermen in the implementation of the plan and 
mitigation measures to ensure reducing by-
catch 

Members will be invited to provide updates on 
the implementation of the Action Points. 

(JG12/AP8) A targeted approach to involving stakeholders such 
as fishermen and fisheries organizations should be adopted.  Ja-
starnia Group Members and the Secretariat should make efforts 
to encourage fisheries organizations to participate in the Jastar-
nia Group Meetings. – Priority: High 

(JG12/AP9) Parties should involve stakeholders, including fish-
ermen and fisheries organizations, and urge them to accept re-
sponsibility for eliminating the potential risk of bycatch in gillnets 
and to take the necessary actions to obtain this goal.  One way of 
making this into a positive market force is to develop a green pol-
icy for the fisheries, promoting a “porpoise free fish” label.  In such 
a process it is recommended to seek advice from similar label 
initiatives on the market and to integrate this green policy into the 
public relations and awareness campaigns discussed below. – 
Priority: High 

(JG12/AP10) Parties are encouraged to make funding available 
for a consultant to advise on a) whether a “porpoise free fish” label 
would best be managed nationally, regionally, ASCOBANS-wide 
or in another manner, and b) how best to devise an operating 
system for such a label assuring the appropriate reception by 
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markets, transparency and clarity of the labelling process. – Pri-
ority: Medium 

(JG12/AP12) The Jastarnia Group recommends that the Secre-
tariat approach the Marine Stewardship Council (MSC) and other 
similar certification organizations to urge them to prioritize by-
catch of cetaceans in the evaluation criteria applied for certifying 
fisheries and to promote porpoise-friendly fishing gear and other 
mitigation measures as described in the Jastarnia Plan. – Priority: 
High 

(JG12/AP56) The Secretariat, making use of a simple question-
naire, should request Parties to provide an overview of measures 
currently ongoing in their countries actively to engage fishing 
communities and other stakeholders in the implementation of the 
Plan, in order to identify existing gaps and lessons learnt of inter-
est to all Parties. – Priority: Medium 

(JG12/AP57) Noting the successful Natura 2000 dialogue forums 
conducted in Denmark, Parties are encouraged to consider es-
tablishing a similar format for the stakeholder working group re-
quired under Objective a. of the Plan. – Priority: High 

(JG12/AP59) The Secretariat should relay the Jastarnia Group’s 
request for advice as to whether the revised MSC assessment 
standards meet ASCOBANS’ requirements to the Bycatch Work-
ing Group. – Priority: High 

(JG12/AP60) ASCOBANS should seek to influence existing eco-
labelling programmes to take full account of the need to avoid 
cetacean bycatch in certifying fisheries. In the case of MSC, the 
Secretariat is requested to liaise directly with the organization in 
order to determine the appropriate means of influencing their eco-
labelling programmes. – Priority: Medium 

(JG12/AP61) The Secretariat should invite an MSC representa-
tive to the next Jastarnia Group meeting. – Priority: High 
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3.1.2 JP Action PACB-01: Improve communication 
and education for increased public aware-
ness and collection of live observations and 
dead specimens of the Baltic harbour por-
poise 

Members will be invited to provide updates on 
the implementation of the Action Points. 

(JG12/AP35) Each country is encouraged to designate one web-
site for reporting of sightings and strandings by the public.  The 
Secretariat should place the URLs on the ASCOBANS website. 
– Priority: High 

(JG12/AP36) There should be an exchange of information be-
tween the sighting and stranding databases as appropriate.  GIS 
referenced data should be submitted to HELCOM regularly. – Pri-
ority: High 

(JG12/AP37) Parties should establish sightings and strandings 
programmes, preferably in a coordinated fashion for all Baltic Sea 
States.  They should consider initiating sightings days or weeks, 
comparable to the National Whale and Dolphin Watch in the UK.  
They should also consider developing a sightings and strandings 
app for smartphones. – Priority: High 

(JG12/AP38) Information on the impacts of anthropogenic pres-
sures (bycatch, noise, pollution, disturbance etc.) on cetaceans 
should be made available on the ASCOBANS website.  The Ja-
starnia Group is invited to provide comments and suggestions for 
improvement of the existing pages. – Priority: Medium 

 

Coffee Break (16.00-16.30) 

16.30-
18.00 

3.1.3 a. JP Action COOP-02: Strive for close coop-
eration between ASCOBANS and other inter-
national bodies 

b. WBBKP Rec.2: Cooperate with and inform 
other relevant bodies about the Conservation 
Plan 

Members will be invited to provide updates on 
the implementation of the Action Points. 

(JG12/AP6) A small drafting group should develop briefing notes 
on ASCOBANS positions regarding bycatch, insofar as possible 
in consultation with the North Sea Group.  These should be used 
by anyone representing ASCOBANS at Baltic ACs and other 
meetings of relevant EU and Baltic Sea bodies in order to main-
tain a consistent and appropriate approach. – Priority: Medium 

(JG12/AP39) The recommendations of the Jastarnia Group 
should be forwarded to all relevant organisations active in the Bal-
tic. – Priority: Medium 
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(JG12/AP40) Parties are urged to ensure that calls for participa-
tion in the Jastarnia Group are relayed to the environmental and 
fisheries organizations in their respective countries. – Priority: 
Medium  

(JG12/AP41) Parties are strongly encouraged to fulfil their obli-
gations under the current Regulation 812/2004 and the Habitats 
Directive. – Priority: High 

(JG12/AP42) Parties should convey positions agreed within 
ASCOBANS, such as those available at http://www.asco-
bans.org/sites/default/files/basic_page_documents/ASCO-
BANS_Recommendations_EUBycatchLegislation_Final.pdf to 
the appropriate fora at the European level. – Priority: High 

(JG12/AP43) Parties are urged to provide all relevant data to the 
HELCOM harbour porpoise database. – Priority: Medium 

(JG12/AP44) Parties should designate contact persons dealing 
with the Baltic Harbour Porpoise Database operated by HEL-
COM.  The Secretariat should remind Parties that have not yet 
done so (Lithuania, Poland and Sweden) to provide the details of 
these contact persons to the Secretariats of ASCOBANS and 
HELCOM. – Priority: High 

(JG12/AP45) The Secretariat should collaborate with HELCOM 
SEAL to obtain data on harbour porpoise strandings in the Rus-
sian territories of the Baltic Sea. – Priority: Medium 

(JG12/AP46) The Jastarnia Group acknowledges the progress 
regarding the cooperation between the Jastarnia Group and rel-
evant meetings of HELCOM.  The Jastarnia Group promotes fur-
ther cooperation with HELCOM SEAL and will strive to cooperate 
with the HELCOM Fish Group.  Further, HELCOM should con-
tinue to be invited to take part in the Jastarnia Group meetings. – 
Priority: High 

http://www.ascobans.org/sites/default/files/basic_page_documents/ASCOBANS_Recommendations_EUBycatchLegislation_Final.pdf
http://www.ascobans.org/sites/default/files/basic_page_documents/ASCOBANS_Recommendations_EUBycatchLegislation_Final.pdf
http://www.ascobans.org/sites/default/files/basic_page_documents/ASCOBANS_Recommendations_EUBycatchLegislation_Final.pdf
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(JG12/AP47) The Jastarnia Group should step up cooperation 
with the Baltic Advisory Committee. – Priority: High 

(JG12/AP48) The Secretariat and Parties should continually con-
tact fisheries organizations to make them aware of the im-
portance of recovering bycaught animals. – Priority: High 

3.2 Abundance and Distribution 

JP “Monitor and estimate abundance and distribution” 

WBBKP Objective d.: “Monitoring the status of the population” 

3.2.1 JP Action RES-01: Improve knowledge on 
harbour porpoise population structure in the 
Baltic region 

Members will be invited to provide updates on 
the implementation of the Action Points. 

(JG12/AP16) Parties are urged to continue to submit, as they be-
come available, all results on genetic, morphological and other 
biological research dealing with the stock identity of Baltic por-
poises, including results from ongoing relevant studies. – Priority: 
Medium 

 

3.2.2 JP Action MON-01: Implement and harmonize 
long-term continual acoustic harbour por-
poise monitoring 

Members will be invited to provide updates on 
the implementation of the Action Points. 

(JG12/AP30) Parties should continue to explore the possibility of 
a joint monitoring effort and to promote the collection of data at 
the sub-regional and local levels based on the methods adopted 
by SAMBAH.  Progress should be reviewed in 2017. – Priority: 
High 

 

 

 

 

 

Wednesday, 21 June 
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9.00-
10.30 

3.2.3 JP Action RES-02: Improve methods for esti-
mation of absolute density and abundance of 
the Baltic harbour porpoise 

Members will be invited to provide updates on 
the implementation of the Action Points. 

  

3.2.4 JP Action MON-02: Carry out full-scale sur-
veys of harbour porpoise abundance and dis-
tribution 

Members will be invited to provide updates on 
the implementation of the Action Points. 

(JG12/AP17) ASCOBANS and the Parties should explore the 
possibility of co-funding and/or otherwise supporting dedicated 
follow-up studies for SAMBAH, among other things with a view to 
assessing trends. – Priority: High 

(JG12/AP18) The monitoring of population developments 
should be considered an ongoing project that should continue 
for many years to come. – Priority: High 

 

3.2.5 WBBKP Rec.7: Estimate trends in abundance 
of harbour porpoises in the Western Baltic, 
the Belt Sea and the Kattegat 

Members will be invited to provide updates on 
the implementation of the Action Points. 

(JG12/AP65) Parties are strongly encouraged to continue to un-
dertake and cooperate on inter-SCANS surveys of the Western 
Baltic (gap area) harbour porpoise population and evaluate 
trends in population density and abundance. – Priority: High 

 

3.3 Bycatch 

JP “Monitor, estimate and reduce bycatch” 

WBBKP Objective b.: “Mitigation of bycatch” 

WBBKP Objective c.: “Assessment of the bycatch level” 

  (JG12/AP29) Based on a standardised reporting format, the Sec-
retariat should ask Parties to provide information as to the defini-
tions of the term ‘fisheries’, and rules and regulations applicable 
to the various types of fisheries in their national legislation.  This 
information should be provided in time for the next JG meeting. – 
Priority: Low 
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3.3.1 JP Action RES-03: Improve methods for mon-
itoring and estimation of harbour porpoise 
bycatch 

Members will be invited to provide updates on 
the implementation of the Action Points. 

(JG12/AP26) Parties should consider the recommendations of 
the October 2015 ASCOBANS Workshop on REM and imple-
ment this technique for bycatch monitoring as appropriate in the 
national context. – Priority: High 

 

Coffee Break (10.30-11.00) 

11.00-
12.30 

3.3.2 a. JP Action MON-03: Monitor and estimate 
harbour porpoise bycatch rates and estimate 
total annual bycatch 

b. WBBKP Rec.6: Estimate total annual by-
catch 

Members will be invited to provide updates on 
the implementation of the Action Points. 

(JG12/AP7) Parties should establish national processes to de-
velop guidelines and methods for reducing and monitoring by-
catch in the relevant fisheries, as called for in Jastarnia Plan Ac-
tion COOP-01, and to report on progress in achieving this. – Pri-
ority: High  

(JG12/AP27) Bearing in mind the Parties’ commitments under 
the Habitats Directive and EC Regulation 812/2004, Parties are 
required to establish a system to monitor bycatch on all vessels 
regardless of size. – Priority: High 

(JG12/AP64) Parties are encouraged to undertake or promote re-
search regarding bycatch estimation. – Priority: High 

 

3.3.3 JP Action RES-04: Carry out a spatio-tem-
poral risk assessment of harbour porpoise 
bycatch 

Members will be invited to provide updates on 
the implementation of the Action Points. 

  

3.3.4 JP Action RES-05: Further develop and im-
prove fishing gear that is commercially viable 
with no harbour porpoise bycatch 

Members will be invited to provide updates on 
the implementation of the Action Points. 

(JG12/AP11) Parties should undertake or continue efforts to test 
and implement pots, traps and other porpoise-friendly gear.  Par-
ties are encouraged to report to the Jastarnia Group on related 
initiatives or research even where the intention is not primarily the 
conservation of marine mammals. – Priority: High 
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(JG12/AP13) Parties should promote research on the develop-
ment of new porpoise-safe fishing gear. Included in the responsi-
bility of the stakeholders for mitigating bycatch is the active par-
ticipation in this research and development. The implementation 
of resulting new fishing gear can be considerably facilitated by 
including the new gear in a green label, e.g. as outlined above, 
since it will increase acceptance of a higher value of the catch, 
which in turn would serve as an incitement for the fishermen to 
adopt the new gear. – Priority: High 

(JG12/AP19) Parties should promote studies on alternative fish-
ing gear, the development of pingers not audible to seals, and 
alerting devices other than pingers. – Priority: High 

(JG12/AP28) Parties should promote studies on alternative fish-
ing gear. – Priority: High 

(JG12/AP63) Parties should continue to provide funding for re-
search on alternative fishing gear and practices as needed. – Pri-
ority: High 

3.3.5 JP Action MIT-01: Implement the use of fish-
ing gear that is commercially viable with no 
harbour porpoise bycatch 

Members will be invited to provide updates on 
the implementation of the Action Points. 

(JG12/AP5) In order to achieve a favourable conservation status 
for Baltic harbour porpoises as required under the Habitats Di-
rective, Parties should make concerted efforts to eliminate by-
catch especially in current and future Natura 2000 sites (SACs) 
where harbour porpoises form part of the selection criteria.  In 
these areas, this could be achieved by replacing set nets and in-
troducing alternative gear that is considered less harmful. – Pri-
ority: High 

 

Lunch Break (12.30-14.00) 

14.00-
16.00 

3.3.6 a. JP Action MIT-02: Reduce or eliminate fish-
ing effort with gillnets or other gear known to 
cause porpoise bycatch in areas with higher 

(JG12/AP1) ASCOBANS should urge relevant authorities to in-
vestigate ways of limiting part-time and recreational set-net fish-
eries. – Priority: High to medium, depending on area 
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harbour porpoise density or occurrence, and/ 
or in areas with higher risk of harbour por-
poise bycatch, according to spatio-temporal 
risk assessments 

b. WBBKP Rec.3: Protect harbour porpoises 
in their key habitats by minimizing bycatch 
as far as possible 

c. WBBKP Rec.5: Where possible replace gill-
net fisheries known to be associated with 
high porpoise bycatch with alternative fish-
ing gear known to be less harmful 

Members will be invited to provide updates on 
the implementation of the Action Points. 

(JG12/AP2) With respect to recreational fisheries, Parties should 
work towards banning those types of gear known to pose a threat 
to harbour porpoises. – Priority: High 

(JG12/AP3) Parties should step up action to reduce fishing effort 
involving gear known to cause high porpoise bycatch rates as re-
quired under the Jastarnia Plan, and to provide information doc-
umenting the magnitude and location of such effort to ICES. – 
Priority: High 

(JG12/AP4) Finn Larsen and Sara Königson will present to the 
Jastarnia Group information on development of gillnet fishing ef-
fort in the Baltic Sea. – Priority: High 

(JG12/AP58) The Secretariat will enquire with Parties regarding 
steps taken to develop their joint recommendations to the Euro-
pean Commission regarding the management of harbour por-
poise SACs to minimize bycatch rates within these areas. – Pri-
ority: High 

3.3.7  JP Action RES-06: Improve the knowledge on 
potential population-level effects of the use 
of pingers, and develop acoustic devices for 
bycatch mitigation further 

WBBKP Rec.9: Ensure a non-detrimental use 
of pingers by examining habitat exclusion 
and long-term effects of pingers 

Members will be invited to provide updates on 
the implementation of the Action Points. 

(JG12/AP21) Parties are invited to commission research on 
whether pingers or other alerting or harassment devices cause 
undue habitat exclusion and habituation. – Priority: Medium 

(JG12/AP25) More research should be conducted on the behav-
iour of harbour porpoises near pingers. – Priority: Medium 

(JG12/AP69) Parties should continue to provide funding for re-
search on non-detrimental use of acoustic devices and possible 
habitat exclusion through pingers. – Priority: High 

 

3.3.8 a. JP Action MIT-03: Continue or implement 
the use of acoustic deterrent devices (“ping-
ers”) and acoustic alerting devices proven to 

(JG12/AP14) Parties are reminded to implement urgently the 
pinger use recommended in the Jastarnia Plan[, which calls for 
pingers to be made mandatory in probable high-risk areas and 
fisheries associated with bycatch of harbour porpoises on a short-
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be successful when and where deemed ap-
propriate 

b. WBBKP Rec.4: Implement pinger use in 
fisheries causing bycatch 

Members will be invited to provide updates on 
the implementation of the Action Points. 

term basis irrespective of vessel size].1  In the meantime, Parties 
must develop long-term measures to mitigate bycatch, such as 
alternative fishing gear. – Priority: High 

(JG12/AP15) Parties should ensure more monitoring and en-
forcement of pinger use. – Priority: High 

(JG12/AP62) Parties are strongly encouraged to take all neces-
sary steps to achieve as soon as possible agreement to imple-
ment immediately the use of pingers in gillnet fishery associated 
with bycatch irrespective of vessel size or type, as provided for in 
the Plan, and to enforce the use of pingers. – Priority: High 

3.3.9 JP Action MIT-04: Prevent, retrieve and recy-
cle derelict (“ghost”) fishing gear, with focus 
on high-density areas of harbour porpoises 

Members will be invited to provide updates on 
the implementation of the Action Points. 

(JG12/AP31) Parties should continue to collect data on the extent 
of ghost nets in their waters, including net types and locations.  
Regular assessments should then be made of the total quantities 
of nets lost or discarded, taking account of the distribution of dif-
ferent types of fisheries. – Priority: Medium 

(JG12/AP32) Taking into consideration the future requirements 
under the MSFD, Parties should continue to implement measures 
to prevent the loss of fishing gear, and mitigation measures for 
ghost nets, such as regular clean-ups, provision of disposal con-
tainers at ports, deposit systems, mandatory reporting of lost 
gear, marking of nets etc.  Wherever possible fishing communi-
ties and other relevant stakeholders should be actively involved.  
Periodic reviews of progress should be conducted by the JG. – 
Priority: High 

 

Coffee Break (16.00-16.30) 

3.4 Underwater Noise 

                                            
 
1 This recommendation should be reviewed, as it is not in line with provisions in the revised Jastarnia Plan as adopted by MOP8. 
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16.30-
18.00 

JP “Monitor and mitigate impact of underwater noise” 

WBBKP Objective e.: “Ensuring habitat quality favourable to the conservation of the harbour porpoise” 

3.4.1 JP Action RES-07: Improve knowledge on im-
pact of impulsive and continuous anthropo-
genic underwater noise on harbour por-
poises, and development of threshold limits 
of significant disturbance and GES indicators 

Members will be invited to provide updates on 
the implementation of the Action Points. 

(JG12/AP22) Parties and the Joint CMS/ACCOBAMS/ASCO-
BANS Noise Working Group are asked to give special consider-
ation to the particular requirements such as the sound propaga-
tion conditions in the Baltic and the conservation status of the 
Baltic Sea harbour porpoise with regard to mitigating the impact 
of anthropogenic noise on porpoises, such as the destruction 
through explosion of old ammunition or during the construction of 
sea bed pipelines, seismic surveys, as well as pile-driving for wind 
turbines. – Priority: High 

(JG12/AP23) Parties are asked to undertake baseline studies of 
underwater noise in their respective waters as a reference point 
for future impact assessments. – Priority: Medium 

(JG12/AP24) Parties should investigate possible detrimental ef-
fects of various types of sound and disturbance on harbour por-
poises (including pinger signals, noise from vessels, seismic sur-
veys, wind parks or construction). Parties should initiate and sup-
port studies on the effect of anthropogenic noise on the harbour 
porpoise both on the individual and on a population level. – Prior-
ity: Medium 

 

3.4.2 JP Action MIT-05: Implement regionally har-
monized national threshold limits and guide-
lines for regulation of underwater noise 

Members will be invited to provide updates on 
the implementation of the Action Points. 

(JG12/AP20) Germany issued recommendations on the reduc-
tion of sound emissions associated with construction of offshore 
wind farms and set an upper limit for pile driving operations.  
This good example and the results of current studies should be 
reflected both in the national legislation of Parties and in the rel-
evant indicators for Good Environmental Status to be developed 
for the Marine Strategy Framework Directive. – Priority: High 

 

3.5 Population Status 
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JP “Monitor and assess population status” 

WBBKP Objective d.: “Monitoring the status of the population” 

3.5.1 a. JP Action MON-04: Collect dead speci-
mens and assess health status, contaminant 
levels, cause of mortality and life-history pa-
rameters of harbour porpoises 

b. WBBKP Rec.8: Monitor population health 
status, contaminant load and causes of mor-
tality 

Members will be invited to provide updates on 
the implementation of the Action Points. 

(JG12/AP66) Parties are strongly encouraged to coordinate and 
standardize their monitoring efforts and determine the number of 
stranded or bycaught animals to be collected for necropsies in the 
Western Baltic, the Belt Sea and the Kattegat by means of the 
coordination group established in 2016. – Priority: High 

(JG12/AP67) The Secretariat will contact the members of the 
necropsy coordination group to discuss their mode of operation 
and the facilitation of the group. – Priority: High 

(JG12/AP68) The animals collected should be necropsied and 
examined with regard to health status, contaminant load and 
causes of mortality. The resultant data should be fed into a com-
mon database, such as the future database required under MOP 
Resolution 7.4. – Priority: High 

 

3.5.2 JP Action RES-08: Estimate mortality limits 
and assess population viability for the Baltic 
harbour porpoise 

Members will be invited to provide updates on 
the implementation of the Action Points. 

  

 

Thursday, 22 June 

9.00-
10.30 

3.6 Habitat 

JP “Investigate habitat use and protect important areas” 

WBBKP Objective e.: “Ensuring habitat quality favourable to the conservation of the harbour porpoise” 
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3.6.1 JP Action RES-09: Develop and improve 
methods for and investigate spatio-temporal 
patterns of habitat use by harbour porpoises 

Members will be invited to provide updates on 
the implementation of the Action Points. 

  

3.6.2 JP Action MIT-06: Expand the network of pro-
tected areas for harbour porpoises, improve 
its connectivity, and develop and implement 
appropriate management plans including 
monitoring schemes for these areas 

Members will be invited to provide updates on 
the implementation of the Action Points. 

(JG12/AP33) Parties, Range States and NGOs seeking to de-
velop management plans for SACs and MPAs designated for har-
bour porpoises are encouraged to make use of the expertise 
available within the Jastarnia Group, and to consult or cooperate 
with other Parties that are in the process of developing or have 
developed management plans. – Priority: Low 

(JG12/AP34) Parties are strongly encouraged to use the data 
provided by SAMBAH, in particular in connection with the estab-
lishment of management plans for SACs and MPAs for harbour 
porpoises, as well as with regard to mitigation measures. – Prior-
ity: High 

 

3.6.3 WBBKP Rec.10: Include monitoring and man-
agement of important prey species in na-
tional harbour porpoise management plans 

Members will be invited to provide updates on 
the implementation of the Action Points. 

(JG12/AP70) Parties should promote research on the conse-
quences of impacts on prey communities for harbour porpoises. 
– Priority: Medium 

 

3.6.4 WBBKP Rec.11: Restore or maintain habitat 
quality 

Members will be invited to provide updates on 
the implementation of the Action Points. 

(JG12/AP71) The Secretariat should ask Jacob Nabe-Nielsen of 
Aarhus University, the leader of the project “Disturbance Effects 
on the Harbour Porpoise Population in the North Sea” (DE-
PONS), to attend the next meeting of the Jastarnia Group as an 
invited expert. – Priority: High 

(JG12/AP72) Parties should ensure baseline studies and contin-
ual monitoring with regard to potential effects of activities with an 
impact on harbour porpoise behaviour and distribution. Research 
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is also required on the context in which porpoises are using the 
habitats. – Priority: High 

Coffee Break (10.30-11.00) 

11.00-
12.30 

4. Cross-cutting Issues 

4.1 Baltic Sea Coordinator  

Members will be invited to work on the ToR. 

(JG12/AP49) In light of the positive experience with the North 
Sea Coordinator, the Jastarnia Group recommends that the Par-
ties ensure that a Baltic Sea Coordinator, or a joint coordinator 
for both regions, possibly attached to the Secretariat, be ap-
pointed. – Priority: High 

 

Lunch Break (12.30-14.00) 

14.00-
15.30 

4.2 CFP Expert (JG12/AP50) Coordinating Authorities of the countries hosting 
the Group’s meetings are asked to ensure the attendance of an 
expert on the CFP at the respective meetings of the Group.  The 
Secretariat should recall this recommendation to the Coordinat-
ing Authority of the host country in good time before the meet-
ing. – Priority: High 

 

4.3 Projects  

Members will be invited to provide updates on 
the implementation of the Action Points. 

(JG12/AP51) Parties should consider supporting any projects 
relevant for achieving the aims of the Jastarnia Plan. – Priority: 
High 

(JG12/AP52) Parties and NGOs are requested to ensure that 
the results of all relevant projects are made available to ASCO-
BANS. – Priority: High 

(JG12/AP53) Parties are encouraged to use SAMBAH results 
for harbour porpoise conservation in the Baltic Sea. – Priority: 
High 

(JG12/AP54) In view of the SAMBAH results and the require-
ment for regular reviews and updates of both the Jastarnia Plan 
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and the WBBK Plan, a timely revision of the WBBK Plan is re-
quired.  Parties are urged to provide the necessary funding. – 
Priority: High 

5. Election of Chair 

In line with Rule 4 of the Rules of Procedure a 
Chairperson shall be elected given this meeting 
of the Advisory Committee is the first after 
MOP8. 

  

6. Any Other Business  

Any issues not covered in the agenda may be 
raised here. 

  

7. Date and Venue of the 14th Meeting of the Ja-
starnia Group  

Invitations to host the meeting in 2018, poten-
tially back-to-back with the North Sea Group 
Meeting, are encouraged. 

(JG12/AP55) Parties are encouraged to take turns hosting the 
meetings of the Jastarnia Group and to ensure that the neces-
sary funding for this purpose is made available. The Secretariat 
should prepare a general overview of related costs to be ex-
pected. – Priority: High 

 

8. Close of Meeting   

 


