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• UK Sea Fish Industry Authority
• Set up by the UK Fisheries Act 1981 to improve 

efficiency and raise standards across the seafood 
industry.

• Funded by a levy on first sale of Seafood
• Report to all 4 UK Fisheries Ministers

• Our remit: Everyone and everything, from 
fishermen and processors through to importers, 
retailers and food service providers. 

Who are Seafish?
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Risk Assessment for Sourcing Seafood (RASS)
http://www.seafish.org/rass/

• Developed to help UK commercial 
seafood buyers make an informed 
judgement on the environmental risks 
associated with the wild caught 
seafood they are sourcing

• 380 fishery profiles covering 80 species 
that that are regularly sourced by UK 
seafood buyers
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• Biological status of fish stocks from which
fish are either landed or imported into the UK

• Environmental impacts of fisheries catching
these stocks

RASS Key Information

RASS presents risk scores for four themes: 
1) stock status
2) stock management 
3) habitat impact 
4) bycatch impact

For further details see 
Caveen et al. (2017). 
Marine Policy, 75, 1–10 
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How to use RASS http://www.seafish.org/rass/
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• No amalgamation of risk scores
• No instruction of “buy” / “do not buy”
• No determination of sustainable/responsible
• It is up to the buyer whether to purchase based 

on their risk appetite

RASS does not tell you what to do…

Empowers buyers to comply 
with their own corporate 
social responsibility 
requirements
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• 20+ major seafood businesses use 
RASS as part of their procurement

• Some companies fully integrate 
RASS into their business systems 
while others dip in and out of the 
tool

• RASS is facilitating improved 
transparency on fisheries 
environmental sustainability in the 
supply-chain

Who is using RASS?
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• Review and ensure standardised assessments for all 
RASS profiles 

• Bycatch scoring guidance to be reviewed, and 
refined if necessary

• Bycatch sections will be updated over 2019 with a 
focus on impacts on protected species

Next Steps for RASS
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• Independent, third-party auditing
• Complements existing standards eg MSC

Responsible Fishing 
Scheme (RFS)

• Certifies high standards of responsible 
catching practices on board commercial 
fishing vessels

• Business-to-business tool, aimed at the 
global marketplace 

• Currently only UK registered vessels
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Safety, Health 
and Welfare

The Vessel 
and its 

Mission

Care of the 
Catch

Training, 
Professional 
development

Care for the  
Environment

Core Principle 1: 
Reduce accidents and fatalities. 
Promote decent working conditions, 
respect & integrityCore Principle 5: 

Behave responsibly, 
respecting the 
environment

Core Principle 3: 
Demonstrate due 
diligence; seek to 
apply best practice

Core Principle 4: 
Focus on supply of safe, 
high quality, wholesome 
product with known 
provenance

Core Principle 2: 
Improve skills, knowledge 
& understanding; raise 
standards & open up 
new opportunities
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Supply Chain Supporters
“We have committed to incorporating the Responsible 

Fishing Scheme certification into our sourcing policies”
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Thank You!
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