






One NE Atlantic Management /MSFD Assessment Unit -
ICES WGMME (2014)



MU Abundance – c173,000 D. delphis

Common dolphin 

(Coda 2009 -

Coda survey July 2007)

Common dolphin 

(Hammond et al.  2013 –

SCANS II survey July 2005)

56,221 (CV=0.23)116,709 (CV=0.34)



SCANS III July 2016

>467,673 common dolphins

CV = 0.264  

(Hammond et al. 2017)

Irish ObSERVE project 

~ 33,215 possible common 

dolphins (Rogan et al. 2018)









Terms of Reference

The Common Dolphin Group has the following tasks:
• Coordinate and drive the implementation of the Species Action Plan for the North-East

Atlantic Common Dolphin, including assessing funding options where appropriate;

• Collate reports on the progress of implementation, effectiveness, issues encountered

and the results obtained;

• Evaluate progress in implementation, specifically with regards to each of the ten

actions as defined in the SAP;

• Establish further implementation priorities and make appropriate recommendations;

• Report to each Advisory Committee meeting on the progress;

• Encourage countries to harmonise their national efforts, including allocation of funding;

• Encourage cooperation between ASCOBANS, ACCOBAMS (in particular taking into

consideration the ongoing initiative of ACCOBAMS/IWC Conservation and

Management Plan for Mediterranean Common Dolphins) and other Range States;

• Promote the SAP to relevant stakeholders; and

• Evaluate the effectiveness of the SAP every six years to make recommendations for

updating it.



Common Dolphin Group Members

France 

• Florence Caurant – University of La Rochelle (Co-Chair)

• Vincent Ridoux – University of La Rochelle 

• Sami Hassani - Oceanopolis

• Helene Peltier – University of La Rochelle

• Jerome Spitz – University of La Rochelle 

Ireland 

• Sinéad Murphy – Galway-Mayo Institute of Technology (Co-chair)

Portugal 

• Marine Sequeira - Instituto da Conservação da Natureza e das 

Florestas

Spain 

• Graham Pierce - Instituto de Investigacións Mariñas

• Begoña Santos - Instituto Español de Oceanografia

UK 

• Farah Chaudry – Joint Nature Conservation Committee

• Kelly MacLeod – Joint Nature Conservation Committee

• Nikki Taylor – Joint Nature Conservation Committee

• Cat Bell - Defra

• Allen Kingston – University of St Andrews 

IGOs

• Greg Donovan – International Whaling Commission  

NGOs 

• Peter Evans - Sea Watch Foundation/Bangor University 

• Mark Simmonds – Humane Society International 

• Fiona Read – Whale and Dolphin Conservation

• Sarah Dolman – Whale and Dolphin Conservation 

• Simon Berrow – Irish Whale and Dolphin Group

ACCOBAMS

• JoAn Gonzalvo - Tethys Research Institute, Italy 

Fishing industry

• Eunice Pinn – SeaFish



1st Meeting of the Common Dolphin Group
Stralsund, Germany, September, 2019 

• Activities contributing to implementation of the Species Action 

Plan for the North-East Atlantic Common Dolphin

• French National Working Group on Bycatch 

• Update on activities of other WGs, and legislation 

• Current status of the ACCOBAMS Conservation and 

Management Plan for Mediterranean Common Dolphins 

• Bycatch as a threat to Common Dolphins

• Current activities on bycatch monitoring and mitigation in the UK

• Common dolphins and fisheries interactions in Galicia

• Nature of fleets in the Bay of Biscay 



ICES Special Request Advice





ICES Special Request Advice





EU Member States Conservation Status Assessments for the 

Common Dolphin, for Article 17 reporting of the Habitats Directive

Country 2007 2013 2019

UK Unknown Favourable Unknown

Ireland Favourable Favourable Favourable

France Unknown Unfavourable-Bad Unfavourable-

Inadequate

Spain Unknown Unfavourable-Bad Unknown

Portugal Favourable Unfavourable-

Inadequate

Unfavourable-

Inadequate

Marine

Atlantic

“Unknown” “Unfavourable-

Inadequate”

Provisional 

assessment

“Unknown”


