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Agreement for the Conservation of Cetaceans of the Black Sea, 
Mediterranean Sea and Contiguous Atlantic Area



❖ Created in 1996

❖ Under the auspices of the 
Bonn Convention

❖ Entered into force in 2001

❖ Permanent Secretariat hosted
by the Principality of Monaco



24 Member States

OBJECTIVE:

Implement a 
Conservation Plan
to achieve and 

maintain a favorable 
conservation status 
for cetaceans.
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Interactions with fisheries are main threats for cetaceans 

Fisheries (in general): Overexploitation
→ Prey depletion

Bycatch: Entanglement in fishing gears
(gill nets and trammel nets, trawlers, 
purse seiners) including abandoned
fishing gear (ghost nets)

Secondary effect: Damage to social structure, loss
of mothers for infants

Depredation is another serious problem in 

the Mediterranean (Morocco and Tunisia).
A.Tonay/TUDAV



Bycatch in the Med and Black Sea

Drift nets (tuna, swordfish) in the 
Mediterranean Sea (legally banned
since 2002, but still used illegally in 
some areas):
Common dolphins, Striped dolphins, 
Risso’s dolphins, Sperm whales

Bottom setnets (turbot, dogfish) in the 
Black Sea:
Harbour porpoises, Bottlenose dolphins

A.Dede/TUDAV
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Thank you for your attention…..


