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Harbour porpoise - Skagerrak / Kattegat / Belt 
Seas

Kattegat & Belt Seas only

https://synergy.st-andrews.ac.uk/scans3/

Previous surveys:

1994 - SCANS
2005 - SCANS-II

2012 - MiniSCANS
2016 - SCANS-III



Extent of covered area

1994 2005 2012

2016
Blocks 1+2

2016
Block 2

Belt Sea AU - Sveegaard et al. 2015



MiniSCANS-II 2020

Quick summary

• 24.06. - 10.07.2020

• 50,222 km2 survey area

• 5,358 km on effort

• 224 sightings (278 ind, of these 20 calves)

• 1.22 mean group size



RESULTS

From Unger et al 2021

Abundance estimate: 

17,301 harbour porpoises

95% CI = 11,695-25,688; 
CV = 0.20
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Previous surveys:

1994 - SCANS
2005 - SCANS-II

2012 - MiniSCANS
2016 - SCANS-III

2020 – MiniSCANS-II



RESULTS

MiniSCANS 2012

Tracking, 111 HP, 1997-2021



CONCLUSSION
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• Most precise abundance estimate: Low CV

• Stable trend (HELCOM BLUES analysis)

• The area is included in SCANS-IV – again aerial survey


