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2.4. Surveys 
and Research

National Reports 2021



Abundance Estimates
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2.4.1. Did your country conduct national dedicated surveys on abundance    
and distribution during the reporting period? 
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Conducted national dedicated surveys on 
abundance and distribution? 

Yes

Belgium

Monitoring of all marine 
mammals in Belgian 

waters

Denmark

Monitoring of harbour 
porpoises in Skagerrak 

and Southern North Sea

Monitoring of harbour 
porpoises in the Belt 

Seas

Finland France

Project SAMM-2 

Monitoring of harbour 
porpoises, bottlenose 

dolphins and short-
beaked common 

dolphins in the Bay of 
Biscay

Monitoring of harbour 
porpoises, bottlenose 

dolphins and short-
beaked common 

dolphins in the Channel 
area

Project SPEE-3

Monitoring on the 
central shelf of the Bay 

of Biscay

Germany

Using line transect 
distance sampling

Monitoring of harbour 
porpoises in the North 

Sea

Monitoring of harbour 
porpoises In the Baltic 

Sea

Using passive acoustic 
monitoring

Monitoring in the 
German Baltic Sea 

No

Lithuania

The Netherlands

United Kingdom

N/A: Poland

Figure 1: List of national surveys on abundance and distribution. 



2.4.2. Other relevant new research/work/collaboration on abundance 
estimates in regard to small cetaceans in your country during the 
reporting period. 
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Belgium 1 project

France 2 projects (SAMM 2, STORRM)

Germany 1 publication

Lithuania 1 initiative (EIA Programme)

United Kingdom

None

1 publication, 1 initiative (Joint Cetacean Data 
Project)

Denmark, Finland, the Netherlands, Poland
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2.4.3. Is the abundance of species in your country increasing, 
decreasing, staying the same or unknown? 
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France
(Harbour porpoise)

Staying the same: Denmark (harbour porpoise), 
France, the Netherlands

28-30 September 2022, online

Unknown: Belgium, Finland, Lithuania
N/A: Poland

Short-beaked 
common dolphin, 

bottlenose dolphin

Aerial surveys:
no trend

Multi-species aerial surveys: 
increase 

Shore-based sea watching data:
decrease

Strandings data:
decrease

Figure 2: Change in abundance of species. 



New Information on Life 
History Parameters
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2.4.4. Is there new information on the following life history 
parameters in the reporting period? 
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Belgium

Denmark

France

Germany

Lithuania

The Netherlands

United Kingdom

Other relevant factors

Age and sex structure

Diet

Longevity

Potential reproductive span/ capacity

Calf and adult mortality

Inter-birth intervals

Age of sexual and physical maturity

N/A: Finland, Poland

Figure 3: Information on life history parameters.



Overview of Current Monitoring 
and Survey Schemes



Within MPAs

Belgium

Monitoring 
using line 

transect surveys, 
passive acoustic 

monitoring

RBINS

Monitoring 
using strandings

Other 
institutions

Denmark

Passive acoustic 
monitoring

Aarhus 
University

France

Monitoring using
line transect 

surveys, photo-ID, 
strandings and 

passive acoustic 
monitoring

Germany

In Schleswig-
Holstein using line 

transects, 
strandings and 

passive acoustic 
monitoring

Institute for 
Terrestrial and 

Aquatic Wildlife 
Research (ITAW)

University of 
Veterinary 
Medicine 

Hannover, 
Foundation

In Lower Saxony 
using strandings

National Park 
Authority Lower 

Saxony

In Mecklenburg–
Western 

Pomerania using 
passive acoustic 
monitoring and 

strandings

German 
Oceanographic 

Museum, 
Stralsund

The 
Netherlands

Poland
United 

Kingdom

Monitoring 
using 

strandings

Cetacean 
Strandings 

Investigation 
Programme 

(CSIP)
Scottish Marine 

Animal 
Strandings 

Scheme 
(SMASS)
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2.4.5. Did your country have national monitoring programmes that enabled assessment of the 
Conservation Status of small cetaceans in your waters (i.e. provides abundance estimates and/or 
life history parameters and information on pressures) during the reporting period?
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Yes

Within 
MPAs

In wider 
seas

No No: Finland, Lithuania

Figure 4: Overview of monitoring programmes within MPAs.



In wider seas

Belgium

Monitoring 
using line 

transect surveys, 
passive acoustic 

monitoring

RBINS

Monitoring 
using 

strandings

Other 
institutions

VLIZ Lifewatch 
network

Denmark

Monitoring 
using line 
transect 
surveys

Aarhus 
University

France

Monitoring 
using line 
transect 

surveys and 
strandings

French 
Biodiversity 

Agency (OFB)

Pelagis
Observatory

Germany

In Schleswig-
Holstein using 
line transects, 
strandings and 

passive acoustic 
monitoring

Institute for 
Terrestrial and 

Aquatic Wildlife 
Research (ITAW)

University of 
Veterinary 
Medicine 

Hannover, 
Foundation

In Lower 
Saxony using 

strandings

National Park 
Authority 

Lower Saxony

In Mecklenburg–
Western 

Pomerania using 
passive acoustic 
monitoring and 

strandings

German 
Oceanographic 

Museum, 
Stralsund

The 
Netherlands

Poland
United 

Kingdom

Monitoring 
using 

strandings

Cetacean 
Strandings 

Investigation 
Programme 

(CSIP)
Scottish 

Marine Animal 
Strandings 

Scheme 
(SMASS)
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2.4.5. Did your country have national monitoring programmes that enabled assessment of the 
Conservation Status of small cetaceans in your waters (i.e. provides abundance estimates and/or 
life history parameters and information on pressures) during the reporting period?
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Yes

Within 
MPAs

In wider 
seas

No No: Finland, Lithuania

Figure 5: Overview of monitoring programmes in wider seas.
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2.4.6. Please provide the relevant information regarding aerial 
surveying activities. 
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Belgium

Denmark

2 surveys on all national waters

1 survey in Skagerrak and Southern North Sea

France 3 surveys

Germany 6 surveys on the German EEZ of the North Sea and Baltic Sea 

The Netherlands

Poland

6 surveys through MWTL on seabirds and marine mammals

1 survey by the State Environmental Monitoring *

None or N/A Finland, Lithuania, United Kingdom
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2.4.7. Please provide the relevant information regarding         
Passive Acoustic Monitoring (PAM). 
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Belgium

− Use of C-PODs

− Assessment of the impact of operational wind farms

− Assessment of spatial and temporal changes in harbour porpoise activity

Denmark

− 5 monitoring stations in each of the six Natura 2000 sites

Finland

− Use of C-PODs

− 13 permanent locations in the southwestern offshore area of Finland since 2016

Germany

− Use of C-PODs

− 15 locations in the Baltic Sea

The Netherlands

− Monitoring of Borssele wind farms until 2025 under the WOZEP programme

Poland

− Year-round assessments*

− Regular harbour porpoise presence*

Figure 6: Overview of PAM-related information.

N/A: 
France,

Lithuania, 
United 

Kingdom
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2.4.8. Are any of these programmes carried out in collaboration 
with other countries? 
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Belgium

− Aerial survey results 
shared under 
OSPAR QSR 
purposes

Finland
− Discussions with 

Sweden, Denmark 
and Germany

The 
Netherlands

− SCANS survey to be 
conducted in 
collaboration with all 
European countries 
bordering European 
shelf waters

Yes

Figure 7: Responses on collaborative programmes. 

No: 
Denmark, 
France, 
Germany, 
Lithuania, 
Poland, 
United 
Kingdom



2.4.9. Please provide details on any planned activities relevant to 
monitoring programmes. 
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Denmark 1 project (SCANS-IV)

France 4 projects (SCANS-IV, CAPECET, MPA survey in the 
Bay of Biscay and Channel, Megascope) 

Germany 2 projects (National monitoring programme, SCANS 
IV)

None or N/A Belgium, Finland, Lithuania, the Netherlands, Poland, 
United Kingdom
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2.4.10. Relevant outputs/ findings from monitoring programmes   
to note. 
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Denmark

Finland

Germany

− Increased detection 
rates in all six 
Natura 2000 sites in 
the Belt Seas since 
2021

None or N/A:
Belgium, 
France, 
Lithuania, 
the 
Netherlands, 
Poland, 
United 
Kingdom

− Regular harbour 
porpoise presence, 
albeit in low numbers

− Results of aerial 
surveys and Passive 
Acoustic Monitoring 
published 

Figure 8: Information on relevant findings from monitoring programmes. 



Other Research (not 
mentioned elsewhere)
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2.4.11. Please provide relevant information in regard to other 
research (not mentioned elsewhere).
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Belgium

Denmark

1 ongoing research since 1990 on health status monitoring

6 publications on harbour porpoises

Germany 1 collaboration on Mini SCANS with the Institute for Terrestrial 
and Aquatic Wildlife Research, Aarhus University and the 
Swedish Museum of Natural History

The Netherlands

United Kingdom

3 databases, 1 volunteer organization, 1 pilot project

outputs on stranding

None or N/A Finland, France, Lithuania, Poland


