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Strandings 1990-2019
Species Strandings

Harbour porpoise 8651

Short beaked common dolphin 2915

Long-finned pilot whale 547

Minke whale 457

White beaked dolphin 396

Striped dolphin 314

Atlantic white-sided dolphin 266

Risso’s dolphin 263

Bottlenose dolphin 234

Sperm whale 187

Cuvier’s beaked whale 118

Sowerby’s beaked whale 86

Northern bottlenose whale 59

Fin whale 57

Killer whale 38

Humpback whale 29

Pygmy sperm whale 14

Sei whale 7

Blainville’s beaked whale 2

Fraser’s dolphin 1

Dwarf sperm whale 1

Beluga whale 1

Unknown cetacean 2136

TOTAL 16779

dead strandings 
(n=14814; 88.3%)

live strandings 
(n=1213; 7.2%)

entangled/at sea 
(n=752; 4.5%)
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Causes of Death- UK stranded common dolphins 1990-2019
Cause of Death No.
Bycatch 343

Live stranding 153

Infectious disease 105

Others 44

Starvation 43

Physical trauma (unknown) 23

Ship strike 11

Interspecific aggression 6

Gas Embolism 3

Not established 99

TOTAL 830
NB Excludes known by-caught animals (n=3)

• Kuiken, T. and Garcia Hartmann, M. (eds.) (1991) Proceedings of the first European Cetacean Society workshop on cetacean pathology: dissection techniques and tissue sampling. ECS newsletter 
17, Special issue: 39pp



CD causes of death (decadal, 1990-2019)

https://www.ceh.ac.uk/our-
science/projects/chempop-does-
discharge-chemicals-environment-harm-
wildlife-populations

Why possible increase in infectious 
disease mortality (and nutritional loss 
cases)?

Any link to contaminant exposure? 

https://www.ceh.ac.uk/our-science/projects/chempop-does-discharge-chemicals-environment-harm-wildlife-populations
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