
Updates on strandings on common dolphins: 
2021 and winter 2022
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CETACEANS: 1 522 individuals

2

Atlantic coasts
Channel and North Sea coasts
Mediterranean coasts



COMMON DOLPHIN: 895 individuals



COMMON DOLPHIN: 895 individuals

Unknown

Traumatic death

Pathologic cause

Bycatch

N = 284 N = 31



Strandings
From 01/12/2021 to 30/04/2022

Atlantic+Channel Atlantic

Common dolphins 462 (79%) 430 (82%)

Und. dolphins 55 (9%) 51 (10%)

Harbour porpoises 50 (9%) 25 (5%)

Bottlenose dolphins 12 (2%) 11 (2%)

Striped dolphins 7 (1%) 7 (1%)

Total small cetaceans 586 524



2021

2022

Strandings from
01/12/2021 to 30/04/2022

Stranding of small cetatecans from 01/12/2021 to 30/04/2022
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- 116 fresh cetaceans (20%)

-157 decomposed cetaceans (27%)

-187 highly decomposed (32%)

-39 remains (7%)

-12 alive

->273 fresh/slightly decomposed (47%), 
226 examined by NSN (83%), among
them 72% with bycatch marks 
(162 ind.)

Strandings from
01/12/2021 to 30/04/2022



-28 tags placed: 23 common dolphins, 5 harbour porpoises

-10 by PTM_DEF (Midwater pairtrawl_demersal fish)

-13 GTR (SOL, MNZ, DEF) (Trammel nets, common sole, anglerfish, 
demersal fish)

-5 GNS (HKE, POL, BSS, DEF) (Set gillnets, European hake, European pollock, 
European seabass, demersal fish)

-4 found:
-1 alone (no dolphin)
-2 in Vendée after 11 and 14 days of drift
-1 that was undeclared in Brittany

Strandings from
01/12/2021 to 30/04/2022


