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WGBYC was established in 2007 (as SGBYC)

• Main purpose to assess and improve monitoring and 
mitigation methodology

Currently 6 main ToRs:

• Review and summarise 812 and other reports to collate bycatch rates and 
estimates in EU waters and wider North Atlantic;

• Collate and review information from 812 reports about bycatch mitigation 
measures and ongoing bycatch mitigation

• Evaluate impacts of bycatch on protected species populations furthering the 
BRA to assess conservation level threats / prioritize areas for additional 
monitoring

• Develop, improve and coordinate with other ICES WGs on methods for 
bycatch monitoring, research and assessment. 

• Coordinate and support research proposals/projects and funding 
opportunities in support of researching protected species bycatch mitigation;

• Continue to develop, improve, populate through formal Data Call, and 
maintain database on bycatch monitoring and relevant fishing effort in 
European waters.



2018 – BRA carried out for CD in CS (7) and BoB (8) 

BRA method -

1. Reported bycatch rates (DaS) for nets and midwater trawl

x

2. “Best” available effort (RDB and WGBYC)

÷

3. Abundance estimates (SCANS III)

= % mortality

Caveats regarding each component





WGBYC data acquisition

• Historically WGBYC used data from 812 reports only (only 
some gears/areas)

• Aware 812 to be repealed so DbSg looked for alternatives

• Resulted in development of a formal ICES/WGBYC datacall

Datacall requests to 24 countries for:

1. Fishing effort – all gears by area to ML5

2. Monitoring effort – to ML5 by programme type

3. Bycatch data – number of all protected species



2019 datacall requested 2017 data =

• > 17,000 fishing effort records

• > 2,000 monitoring effort records

• > 1,000 PS bycatch records (circa 1 million specimens all taxa)

• = a significant step forward in data acquisition

Species Number
Delphinus delphis 4
Globicephala melas 1
Phocoena phocoena 46
Stenella coeruleoalba 2
Tursiops truncatus 3
All 81



Other data improvements:

• Analysis in UK indicated that mammal bycatch rates 
differ between programme type

• Rates 13 times higher in dedicated bycatch v catch sampling 
programme.



Possible problem – most data originates from 
catch sampling programmes

• Sampling design and protocols not optimised for PETs in 
catch sampling programmes

• Very likely bycatch rates biased low (some gears/species)

• WGBYC and WGCATCH improving sampling protocols for 
PETS within catch sampling programmes (2020)

• Not clear if sampling designs will also be altered

= significant step forward in data collection



End of Part 2
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