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ASCOBANS Common Dolphin SAP

• In 2016, Parties to ASCOBANS adopted Resolution 8.4 Conservation of 
Common Dolphins, requesting the Steering Group to develop a 
comprehensive conservation plan for the Common Dolphin in the eastern 
North Atlantic with the aim of restoring the population to a favourable 
conservation status.

• Common Dolphin SAP adopted intersessionally in 2019

• Resolution was amended at the 9th Meeting of the Signatories in 2020 
(Res.8.4. (Rev.MOP9)).

• Sinéad Murphy and Florence Caurant appointed as Co-chairs of the SAP

• Sinéad Murphy appointed as Coordinator of the SAP, 30th March 2023

• Three meetings of the ‘Common Dolphin Group’ – Steering Group 
implementing the Plan: Sept 2019, Dec 2020, and Nov 2022

• CD4 Meeting to be held online 9-10th January 2024
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CD3 Meeting 15-16 Nov 2022, online
31 attended, from all Range States of the NE Atlantic population, as well as invited 
experts, IGOs, NGOs, EC, and ASCOBANS Secretariat

• Review of Achievements Table and 
work undertaken by Parties and 
Range States

• Updates on large surveys
• SCANS IV

• Irish ObSERVE II aerial survey

• Re-evaluation of SCANS-II and CODA data

• French aerial surveys

• Stranding patterns

• Reports from relevant meetings/WGs:
• ICES WGBYC

• ICES WGMME

• ICES WKMOMA 

• OSPAR QSR biodiversity indicators

• CetAMBICion project

• ASCOBANS funded projects

• DELMOGES project

• Hazardous substances, causes of 
mortality, health status, nutritional 
status, diet and like history analysis

• Updates by PhD Students Etienne 
Rouby, Sofia Albrecht and Marie 
Petitguyot

• Update on UK environmental legislation 

• Discussion on the development of a 
Strategic Bycatch Reduction plan by 
the CDG

• Discussion on a Transboundary 
Assessment for the common dolphin 
for reporting under Article 17 of the EU 
Habitats Directive

• Update on the Action Plan for the 
Mediterranean Sea Common Dolphin 
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Irish dataset 2017-2019: . Causes of death for the 84 common dolphins included 
trauma (19%; bycatch (n=11), suspected bycatch (n=3), suspected boat strike and 
bottlenose dolphin attack), infectious disease (36%), and other (45%; starvation, 
hypothermia, mass embolism, gastric impaction or not established)

Méndez-Fernandez et al. (2022)
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OSPAR Marine Mammal Bycatch Indicator 
– QSR 2023

OSPAR CO: 80% of K, 80% probability, 100-year time horizon
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