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Remote electronic monitoring on french gillnetters? 

GPS tracker :  to facilitate video analysis, to trigger remote 

system/camera recording and to spatialize bycatches.  

Central unit:  data storage in the computer, the data is 

encryped, a screen permits to check the correct operations of the 
device of remote system and cleanliness of the camera 

A sensor on net 
hauler: to collect data on 

speed and power of the net 
hauler rotations, start and 
stop. These data help to 
better target the video 
sequences to be analyzed 
ashore and can be a trigger 
for the camera recording. 

One (1) or two (2) cameras: 

The first one is essential to record 
images when the nets is hauling on board 
along the hull. The second one helps  to 
identify species and to do measurements 
and to get a more stabilized image. The 
acceptance of the 2nd one is more difficult 
for the crew even we engage ourselve to 
delete images from the crew. 

What about confidentiality? 
All data are encrypted and only authorized persons (with dedicated software) are able to watch the video. We are 
careful of business secrecy (we don’t publish any data of vessel position which could permit to identify the vessel 
concerned). We care about General data protection regulation - regulation (UE) 2018/1725) and the images of the 
are deleted or blurred.  

1 

2 

* Few trips with observers on 

board  

* 2 systems of data transfer: 

changing hard disk and/or 

4G 

Satellit antenna 
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OBSCAMe gillnetter fleet – phase 2 – 2021/2022 

Vessel Date of equipment 

Vessel 1 20-jan 2021 

Vessel 2 29-jan 2021 

Vessel 3 18-feb 2021 

Vessel 4 25-feb 2021 

Vessel 5 30-march 2021 

Navire 6 16-dec 2021 

Navire 7 23-dec 2021 

Navire 8 24-dec 2021 

Vessel 9 04-jan 2022 

Vessel 10 10-jan 2022 

Vessel 11 12-jan 2022 

Vessel 12 13-jan 2022 

Vessel 13 14-jan 2022 

Vessel 14 18-jan 2022 

Vessel 15 19-jan 2022 

Vessel 16 25-jan 2022 

Vessel 17 25-jan 2022 

Vessel 18 28-jan 2022 

Vessel 19 21-april 2022 

Vessel 20 12-july 2022 

Arcachon 

Capbreton 

Le Croisic 

St Guénolé 

Audierne / Douarnenez Quiberon 

Concarneau 

La Cotinière 

Les Sables d’Olonne / Lorient 

Pasajes / La Rochelle / Irlande 

Legend 

Stage 1 

Stage  2 

Vessel [24 m & more[ 1 

Vessel [18 - 24 m[ 2 

Vessel [15 - 18 m[ 2 

Vessel [10 - 15 m[ 10 

Vessel [8 - 10 m[ 4 

Vessel ]less than 8 m[ 1 

Camaret sur Mer 

Vessel length 

Sub-fleet (winter 2020/2021) 

Main fishing port repartition 

Off-shore gillnetter  
Fileyeur du large 

A merlus dominants 1 

A baudroies dominants 1 

A soles dominants 1 

Mixed (off-shore and in--
shore) gillnetter 

Fileyeur mixte 

 

A soles dominants 3 

Costal gillnetters 
Fileyeur côtier 

 

A lieux jaunes dominants 2 

A soles dominants 3 

A bars dominants 4 

A divers espèces côtières 4 

Without data in winter 2020/2021 (no gillnets activity year) en hiver 
2020/2021) 
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Unfortunately a shipwreck… not yet replaced 

Some has shut down their cameras (actions plans, 

regulation and strike…) 



Remote electronic monitoring on french gillnetters? 
20 gillnetters already equipped 

source: OBSCAMe (SINAY/OFB) 

Source: Archipelago 

GPS 

tracker 

Hydraulic net-

hauler sensor  

Images on screen control on dockside (below) 

Video analysed on computer  



Remote electronic monitoring on french gillnetters? 

* Different vessel 
configurations and metiers 
tested 
* Each installation (position of 
the camera, sensor or not, 1 or 
2 camera) is discussed with 
the captain 

Photo: Archipelago 

Camera 

Images on screen control 

Different 

configurations 

tested 

Source OBSCAMe (SINAY/OFB) 



 

 

+ at least 40 

marine mammals 

observed  mainly 

common dolphin 

(60%) in december 

2022 (on going analysis) 
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Contacts OFB: 
stephanie.tachoires@ofb.gouv.fr (fisheries, aquaculture, 
sports and leisure activities officer) 
corentin.vignard@ofb.gouv.fr (in charge of the OBSCAMe project) 

A project in partnership with ministries, 
scientists , fishermen and their 

representatives – many thanks to all of them! 

More details poster ID n°301 at ECS conference 2023 
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