


Strandings Initiative

Strandings Database Update



International Whaling Commission

• The IWC is the intergovernmental forum for 
the conservation of whales.

• Not policy makers

• Access to many cetacean experts

• 88 member countries

• Strandings Initiative



Introduction

• Several Scientific Committee recommendations target strandings data advancement and are 
focus on scoping the development of global database.

• The IWC Strandings Initiative Work Plan highlights the value of strandings data and provides 
clear activities for work towards increasing data management, curation and visualisation.

• An increased understanding of the pressures on cetaceans and making more informed choices 
about management, monitoring and response. 

• Identify areas to target for training and capacity building, and subsequently provide metrics for 
assessing the impact knowledge exchange activities have had on reporting and response rates. 

• Save valuable research time by already having data collated, standardised, and documented for 
use.



Where we are now…

• Ongoing scoping of a global strandings database with various regional data holders

• IWC Database Manager and the Chair of SEP met regularly with ASCOBANS and ICES in the 
summer of 2023 to develop a proposal. 

• The databases subgroup of the SEP met in March 2024 to finalise a proposal for a global 
strandings database and add the development tasks into the new 2025-2028 workplan. 



Databases Subgroup

• Recommendation for a global cetacean strandings database to enable better and more 
responsive monitoring of emerging threats across species and regions. 

• Subgroup will support the development of a global database through identifying data providers, 
implementing quality control measures, guiding the database schema, and providing input on 
data access and use requirements. 

• Key issues and future plans include the potential establishment of a strandings database, 
considering whether it should be housed by the IWC or an external organization like ICES with a 
consensus for a collaborative approach. 

• Complementing existing networks and collaboration is key!









Strandings Coordinator
Emma Neave-Webb: emma.neavewebb@iwc.int

Data Manager
Lydia O’Loughlin: lydia.oloughlin@iwc.int
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