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Strandings 1990-2025 (CSIP regions)
Species Strandings

Harbour porpoise 8356

Short beaked common dolphin 4188

Long-finned pilot whale 216

Striped dolphin 202

Bottlenose dolphin 198

Minke whale 180

White beaked dolphin 133

Risso’s dolphin 121

Sperm whale 56

Fin whale 58

Sowerby’s beaked whale 39

Atlantic white-sided dolphin 37

Humpback whale 19

Northern bottlenose whale 18

Cuvier’s beaked whale 12

Pygmy sperm whale 11

Sei whale 6

Killer whale 5

Blainville’s beaked whale 3

Short-finned pilot whale 1

Dwarf sperm whale 1

Unknown cetacean 2206

TOTAL 16066

dead strandings 

(n=3780; 90.2%)

live strandings 

(n=266; 6.4%)

entangled/at sea 

(n=142; 3.4%)

2025
Dead strandings; n=189

Live strandings; n=13

Entangled/at sea; n=5



• 207 SBCD strandings

• 52 Males; 40 Females; 115 
Unknown

• 47 necropsies

2025 common dolphin strandings (CSIP)



Common dolphin strandings (1990-2025)

Common dolphin

1990-2025

n=4188
• Williamson, M.W., ten Doeschate, M.T.I., Deaville, R., Brownlow, A.C. and Taylor, N.L. (2021) Cetaceans as sentinels for informing climate change policy 

in UK waters Marine Policy 131 https://doi.org/10.1016/j.marpol.2021.104634 

2025

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.marpol.2021.104634


Common dolphin strandings (CSIP)
1990-1994

n=209
1995-1999

n=170

2000-2004

n=661

2005-2009

n=459

2010-2014

n=305

2015-2019

n=805
2020-2024

n=1372
2025

n=207



Regional trends (2016-2025)



Causes of Death- stranded common dolphins 1990-2024 (CSIP area)

Cause of Death No.

Bycatch 393

Infectious disease 141

Live stranding 127

Others 58

Starvation 52

Physical trauma (unknown) 26

Ship strike 15

Interspecific aggression 12

Gas Embolism 3

Not established 105

TOTAL 932
NB Excludes known by-caught animals (n=3)

• Kuiken, T. and Garcia Hartmann, M. (eds.) (1991) Proceedings of the first European Cetacean Society workshop on cetacean pathology: dissection techniques and tissue sampling. ECS newsletter 
17, Special issue: 39pp



CSIP CD causes of death (1990-2024)

2025- similar 

proportions to 

recent years… 



Work presented during last year’s meeting, investigating links between PCB concentrations, sea 
surface temperature and infectious disease in UK-stranded common dolphins, was published in 
Nature Comms Biology in April 

The accompanying data have been published in the British Ocean Data Centre

If you have any further questions or would like to discuss this research please contact Rosie 
Williams (Rosie.Williams@ioz.ac.uk)

PFAS…

mailto:Rosie.Williams@ioz.ac.uk


• Barnett, J.E.F. et al. Causes of 
death in short-beaked common 
dolphins (Delphinus delphis) 
stranded in Cornwall, England 
(2018-2024) reveal the continued 
threat of bycatch (in prep).

• 175 CD necropsies in Cornwall, 
England between 2018-2024

Cornwall common dolphin necropsies (2018-2024)- in prep
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• Chadwick, H. et al. Cetacean 
bycatch in the United 
Kingdom: a 30-year review 
of necropsy data (1991-
2020) (in prep)

• Includes 839 common 
dolphin necropsies, 342 
diagnosed cases of bycatch

30 year bycatch review (CSIP/SMASS strandings data, 
1991-2020)- in prep

B



Grey seal interaction/predation

Ijsseldijk, L.L., Barnett, J.E.F., Deaville, R. et al. in press DAO Traumatic injuries by grey seals on delphinids from northwest European waters  
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