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Unofficial Translation by the ASCOBANS Secretariat 
 
 
Dear Mr. Strempel, 
 
As you are aware, in recent years Spain has undertaken numerous activities with a 
view to increasing our knowledge of cetacean species occurring in Spanish waters and 
has adopted numerous conservation measures which we believe will lead to a better 
protection of the populations of these animals. 
 
The following of these activities are particularly worthy of notice due to their 
importance for the species concerned: 
 

• In 1999 and 2002 a research project was conducted jointly with three Spanish 
universities to determine areas of particular interest for cetacean conservation 
in the Spanish Mediterranean (under the title of  “Proyecto  Mediterráneo”). 
Recently we presented the most important results of this project in a 
publication which I am enclosing; 

• This Directorate General is also involved in co-financing the “Project for the 
conservation of  Tursiops, Caretta and Phocoena in Andalusia and Murcia” 
which was submitted by the Spanish Cetacean Society (SEC) to LIFE-Nature 
and approved for the period of 2002 to 2005. Work is being conducted with 
the Universidad Autónoma de Madrid to study interactions between dolphins 
and fisheries in Andalusia and Murcia; 

• Moreover, as a party to the Barcelona Convention for the Protection of the 
Marine Environment and the Coastal Regions of the Mediterranean, Spain has 
decidedly supported cetacean conservation at the international level, as 
demonstrated by our financial and technical contribution to the maintenance of 
the Mediterranean Database of Cetacean Strandings (MEDACES), which is a 
result of our cooperation with the aforementioned international Convention 
and the University of Valencia; 

• In addition, in November of last year, Spain, as a member of the Agreement on 
the Conservation of  Cetaceans the Black Sea, the Mediterranean Sea and 
Contiguous Atlantic Area (ACCOBAMS), organized the 2nd Meeting of the 
Parties in Palma de Mallorca, which shows our decided contribution to the 
protection of these animals. 

 
Our support for these species is also shown by Spain’s position with respect to the 
imminent ratification by the Parties of the amendment of the text of the Agreement on 
the Conservation of Small Cetaceans of the Baltic and North Seas (ASCOBANS), as 
adopted during the 3rd  Meeting of the Parties of the Agreement in August 2003 
(Resolution No. 4).  This letter is intended to set forth this position. 
 
The Spanish Government has a particular interest in the existence of an agreement on 
the conservation of cetaceans on the Atlantic side of our coast since at present no 
international agreement specifically for these species in this region exists, though we 
consider there is a need for it, given that a similar agreement does exist for the 
Mediterranean (ACCOBAMS). 
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However, although the possibility exists for us to accede to ASCOBANS in its current 
version, based on Article 1.2 (f) which states that “Range State is any State that 
exercises jurisdiction over any part of the range of a species covered by this 
Agreement” , not as a part of the Agreement area but as a country whose fishing fleet 
is operating in Agreement waters, we feel that, given the fact that an amendment of 
the Agreement to cover the rest of the waters surrounding Spanish peninsular waters 
has been adopted, the better option is to accede to the enlarged Agreement, once the 
enlargement has entered into force. For this reason, Spain undertakes to investigate 
the possibility of acceding to the Agreement in the immediate future.   
 
Finally, I would also like to inform you of our particular interest in extending the 
scope of the Agreement to cover all cetaceans rather than just small cetaceans as 
currently laid down in the Agreement text. This would create consonance between the 
Agreement and other similar extant agreements such as ACCOBAMS and would 
spare Spain the problem of dealing with one international Agreement which covers all 
cetacean species on the Mediterranean side and another Agreement covering only 
small cetaceans on the peninsular Atlantic side. For this reason, Spain is particularly 
interested in the debate on this issue which will take place at the 12th Meeting of the 
Advisory Committee in April and would like to express its support for the adoption, 
by the Parties of a further amendment to this effect of the Agreement text (Agenda 
item 4.7). 
 
In the hope that the meeting of the Advisory Committee will reach agreement on this 
and many other decisions which will permit a greater amount of research on and 
conservation of cetaceans I remain, awaiting news from your side which will enable 
us to further enhance our cooperation. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
José Luis Herranz Sáez 
Director General, Biodiversity 




