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National Reporting Format for ASCOBANS 

2016 

 

As outlined in ASCOBANS Resolution 8.1 on National Reporting, the national reports covering 
the year 2016 will cover the following Sections of the Annex to the Resolution: 

• Section I 

• Section II B3, B4, C8 and D15 

• Section VII 

The reports submitted will inform discussions at the 23rd Meeting of the Advisory Committee 
(5-7 September 2017, Le Conquet, France) and will tailor its agenda to focus on the topics 
selected for this national report. 

 

Section I: General Information 

Party Information 

Name of Party Republic of Poland 

Drop down 

National Coordinator (Focal Point) for ASCOBANS 

Monika Lesz, Minister Counsellor,  

Department of Nature Conservation, Ministry of the Environment,  

Address 00-922 Warsaw, ul. Wawelska 52/54,  

Phone: +48 22 57 92 667 Fax:+48 22 57 92 290,  

e-mail: monika.lesz@mos.gov.pl 

 Text boxes (Name, Function, Organization, Postal Address, Telephone, Email) 

Contributors to the report 

1)Ministry of the Environment, Department of Nature Conservation, 

00-922 Warsaw, ul. Wawelska 52/54 

tel: (48 22) 57 92 550, fax: (48 22) 57 92 290 

e-mail: departament.ochrony.przyrody@mos.gov.pl 

2)Ministry of Maritime Economy and Inland Navigation, Department of Maritime Economy  

00-400 Warsaw, ul Nowy Świat 6/12  

mailto:.ochrony.przyrody@mos.gov.pl


ASCOBANS National Reporting Format 2016 

Covering: Section I, Section II B3, B4, C8, D15 and Section VII  

phone: (48 22) 583 85 70, fax: (48 22) 583 85 71  

e-mail: SekretariatDGM@mgm.gov.pl 

3) Chief Inspectorate of Environmental Protection, Department of Environmental Monitoring 

and Information  

00-922 Warsaw, ul. Wawelska 52/54 

phone (48 22) 36 92 281; phone/fax: (48 22) 825 41 29 

e-mail sekretariatdm@gios.gov.pl 

 

Text boxes (for each one: Name, Function, Organization, Postal Address, Telephone, Email) 

List of relevant national institutions 

Text boxes (List of national authorities, organizations, research centres and rescue centres 
active in the field of study and conservation of cetaceans. For each one: Name, Postal 
Address, Contact Person, Telephone, Email) 

1) Prof. Krzysztof Skóra Marine Station of the Institute of Oceanography at the University 

of Gdańsk,  

84-150 Hel, ul. Morska 2,  

tel :(48 58) 6750 836, fax: (48 58) 6750 420,  

e-mail hel@ug.edu.pl 

Iwona Pawliczka vel Pavlik 

e-mail iwona.pvp@ug.edu.pl 

2) National Marine Fisheries Research Institute,  

81-332 Gdynia ul. Kołłątaja 1,  

phone:(48 58)7356-232, fax:(48 58)7356-110 

e-mail: sekretariat@mir.gdynia.pl 

Iwona Psuty 

e-mal:ipsuty@mir.gdynia.pl 

3) Chief Inspectorate of Environmental Protection 

00-922 Warsaw, ul. Wawelska 52/54 

phone (4822) 36 92 225 

Magdalena Kamińska  

mailto:hel@ug.edu.pl
mailto:sekretariat@mir.gdynia.pl
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e-mail: m.kaminska@gios.gov.pl |  

4) General Directorate for Environmental Protection, Department of Natural Resources 

Management 

00-922 Warsaw, ul. Wawelska 52/54 

phone: (48 22) 369-21-99 fax: (48 22) 369-21-97,  

Andrzej Ginalski  

e-mail andrzej.ginalski @gdos.gov.pl 

5) WWF Poland Foundation 

02-645 Warsaw, ul. Mahatmy Gandhiego 3,  

phone (48 22) 849 84 69 / 848 73 64 fax (48 22) 646 36 72 

e-mail: kontakt@wwf.pl,  

Maria Jujka-Radziewicz 

e-mail:mradziewicz@wwf.pl; 

Section II: Habitat Conservation and Management (threats and pressures on cetaceans) 

B. Disturbance (including potential physical impacts) 

3. Noise (impulsive and continuous/ambient) 

3.1) To which noise registers/databases has your country contributed to date? 

No data available 

3.2) The perceived level of risk that underwater noise is posing to the favourable 
conservation status (FCS) of small cetaceans, i.e. is the pressure increasing, 
decreasing, staying the same or unknown: 

Unknown  

 

3.3) Any notable instances/issues in the reporting period including providing 
information on planned or completed significant developments/activities, including the 
details of EIAs and monitoring in place before, during and after the project: 

Development/ 
activity (e.g. 
windfarm) 

Status 
(planned/ 

complete
d) 

Environmen
tal Impact 
Assessmen
t (EIA)  

Strategic 
Environme
ntal 
Assessme
nt (SEA) 

Monitoring 
conducted 

Further 
informati
on on 
noise 
managem
ent 

Latitude 
WGS 84 

Longitu
de WGS 
84 

 Planned/c
omplete/N

Done/forese
en/not 

Done/fores
een/not 

  Degree 
decimal 

Degree 
decimal 

mailto:%20m.kaminska@gios.gov.pl
mailto:kontakt@wwf.pl
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ot 
Applicable 

required/Not 
Applicable 

required/No
t Applicable 

to 4 
places 

to 4 
places 

        

        

 

3.4) How is the pressure being managed, including a list of relevant regulations / guidelines 
and the year of implementation (current and planned): 

Within the framework of the project National Programme of Marine Water Protection it is 

planned to develop noise maps based on existing information and on vessel traffic projections 

using the GIS environment tools. It is also planned to create a register of pulse noise sources 

based on data from existing OOS reports and information from relevant institutions. The 

creation of the register of noise will be coordinated at the regional level through participation 

of Poland in the EU expert group („TG noise”). The register may also be coordinated by 

HELCOM. Creating noise maps should be coordinated at the local level, but taking into account 

the advice of the „TG noise” group and the BIAS project methodology. 

 
3.5) List relevant new research/work/collaboration: 

Sounds produced by the porpoises are a basis for obtaining information about the number and 

distribution as well as migration of the population. Within the framework of the project entitled 

„Pilot implementation of monitoring marine species and habitats in the years 215-2018”, the 

Baltic Sea harbour porpoise (Phocoena phocoena) is monitored. As part of the work, field 

studies are carried out with the use of instruments for porpoise click detection and passive 

acoustic monitoring, so-called C-POD. The instruments were installed in March 2016, for a 

period of 24 months. The recording instruments were installed in two areas which during the 

implementation of the SAMBAH project („Static Acoustic Monitoring of the Baltic Sea 

Harbour Porpoise”, LIFE+, 01.10.2010-30.09.2015) were identified as the areas of the greatest 

presence of the harbour porpoise. In each area, i.e. Pomeranian Bay and Stilo Bank, there are 5 

instruments to records clicks characteristic of the porpoise. 

In each area, four of five devices were installed in the locations in which the instruments were 

installed during the SAMBAH project. The fifth instrument is to be installed in the middle of 

the rectangle designated by the C-POD locations from the SAMBAH project. The instruments 

in the Pomeranian Bay were distributed in this way. Due to the lack of consent to install the 

instruments on the testing ground (water area S-6, temporarily closed to navigation and fishing), 

it was decided to install the fifth instrument east of the Stilo Bank in the SAMBAH location. 

Installing C-POD in the same places in which the data has already been collected, will 

contribute to the comparability of the data obtained in the context of analysing temporal changes 

(tendencies or trends) in the presence of the Baltic harbour porpoise. 

Currently, the work is underway on obtaining data from the collected recordings. To analyse 

the recordings, two algorithms are used, i.e. KERNO and HEL1. The latter (HEL1) has been 

developed specifically to detect the harbour porpoises in the Baltic Sea based on the work 

carried out in Poland at the Marine Station of the Institute of Oceanography at the University 

of Gdańsk (SMIOUG) in 2010. Therefore, its use is recommended for the areas with the low 

number of the harbour porpoises in the Baltic Sea. 

The KERNO algorithm is used to automatically identify a series of clicks (clusters of clicks) 

and recognises their four properties: 
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• data quality class based on the probability of the origin of clicks – random products or 

narrow band high frequency products emitted by cetaceans (porpoises): high, medium, 

low and questionable; 

• click type class: narrow band high frequency sounds of the porpoises, other cetaceans 

(dolphins), sonar, unknown; 

• species classification quality: high, medium, low; 

• ICI classification quality: using the KERNO classifier, only the series of high and 

medium quality clicks, belonging to species emitting in the narrow band of high 

frequencies of ICI series. 

The HEL1 algorithm is used to remove false detections resulting mainly from the unclear series 

from unknown sources. 

In order to present the occurrence (presence/absence) of the porpoises in the research area, three 

types of quantitative measures are used: 

• minutes of positive detections of porpoises per hour (the sum of the minutes, during 

which the presence of the porpoises was recorded every hour, 

• days of positive detections of porpoises; 

• numbers of registered series of clicks of porpoises. 

Currently, the contractor of the pilot monitoring of marine species and habitats analyses the 

collected data. 

 
3.6) Report on noise management for cumulative impact, including assessment of 

associated or coincidental activities, regulations and guidelines, seismic shot point 
densities and level of impact that was assessed and deemed acceptable: 

No data available 

4. Ocean Energy 

Wind Energy  

4.1) Please enter one table per wind farm.  

Name of wind farm At the moment, there are no offshore wind 
farms in the Polish exclusive economic zone 
but there are plans to construct them. 
Offshore wind farms, in accordance with the 
Polish legislation, may be located only in the 
area of the exclusive economic zone. 

First operational on (if in planning, then 
please enter foreseen grid connection date) 

It is estimated that the first projects of 
offshore wind farms may be carried out not 
earlier than in 2021. 

Output in megawatts per turbine  

Number of turbines  

How were the individual wind turbines 
installed in the seabed? 
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Was scour protection added?  

Noise mitigation during construction used 
(multiple ticks possible) 

 

If the wind farm is floating, how was it 
anchored? 

 

Additional information (optional): In 2016, the number of valid permits relating 
to the location of offshore wind farms in the 
exclusive economic zone amounted to 13. 
Obtaining the above-mentioned permit 
initiates the process of acquiring necessary 
permissions to implement the project. If an 
offshore wind farm is to be built, in addition it 
is necssary to obtain an environmental 
decision preceded by an environmental 
impact assessment and construction permit. 
An offshore wind farm should have access to 
transmission infrastructure and obtain an 
agreement on its location and ways of 
maintenance in the marine areas, as well as 
it should conclude a connection agreement, 
obtain the connection conditions and win an 
auction, as referred to in the Act of 20 
February 2015 on renewable energy 
sources. Therefore, obtaining a location 
permit does not prejudge the creation of an 
offshore wind farm. 

 

Wave Power 

4.2) Please enter one table per wave power installation. 

Name of installation There are no such installations in the Polish 
marine areas and their construction is not 
planned in the near future. 

Fist operational on (if in planning, then 
please enter foreseen grid connection date) 

dd/mm/yy 

Location  

Output in megawatts per turbine  

Number of turbines  

How is the installation anchored?  
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Was scour protection added? Yes/No/Not Applicable 

 

Tidal Energy 

4.3) Please enter one table per tidal energy installation. 

Name of installation There are no such installations in the Polish 
marine areas and their construction is not 
planned in the near future. 

First operational on (if in planning, then 
please enter foreseen grid connection date) 

dd/mm/yy 

Location  

Output in megawatts per turbine  

Number of turbines  

Type Floating/gravity/other, please specify:  

Collision mitigation No/ Yes, please specify:  

 

Tidal lagoon/barrage 

4.4) Please enter one table per tidal lagoon/barrage. 

Name of installation There are no such installations in the Polish 
marine areas and their construction is not 
planned in the near future. 

First operational on (if in planning, then 
please enter foreseen grid connection date) 

dd/mm/yy 

Location  

Output in megawatts per turbine  

Number of turbines  

Collision mitigation No/ Yes, please specify:  

 



ASCOBANS National Reporting Format 2016 

Covering: Section I, Section II B3, B4, C8, D15 and Section VII  

4.5 ) The perceived level of risk to favourable conservation status (FCS), i.e. is the pressure 
increasing, decreasing, staying the same or unknown: 

Energy type Status 2016 relative to previous years 

Wind energy Not Applicable 

Wave power Not Applicable 

Tidal energy Not Applicable 

Tidal lagoon/barrage Not Applicable 

 

4.6 ) Any notable instances/issues in the reporting period 

4.7) How the pressure is being managed, incl. relevant regulations / guidelines and the year 
of implementation (current and planned) 

4.8 ) Relevant new research/work/collaboration 

 

C. Habitat Change and Degradation (incl. potential physical impacts) 

8. Unexploded Ordnance 

8.1) To which registers/databases covering conventional and chemical munitions has your 
country contributed to date? 

Unknown 

8.2) Please fill in table 8.2 (below) on unexploded ordnance, which except for the last four 
additional columns is the same as the OSPAR one. For explanation of terms see 
http://www.ascobans.org/sites/default/files/document/AC22_Inf_4.6.c_OSPAR_MunitionsRec
2010.pdf 

 

8.3) The perceived level of risk that unexploded ordnance and the management thereof is 
posing to the favourable conservation status (FCS) of small cetaceans, i.e. is the pressure 
increasing, decreasing, staying the same or unknown.  

8.4) Any notable instances/issues in the reporting period. 

8.5) How is the pressure being managed, incl. relevant regulations/guidelines and the year of 
implementation (current and planned) 

8.6) Relevant new research/work/collaboration  

 

D. Management of Cumulative Impacts 
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15. Marine Spatial Planning 

Plan(s) in force  

Plan(s) in preparation In Poland, since 2015 there has been the 

process related to planning and spatial 

management of the Polish marine areas, 

understood as the analysis and organisation 

of the use of the marine areas, in order to 

achieve the ecological, economic and social 

objectives. In 2016, the directors of the 

maritime offices started drafting the Spatial 

development plan of the Polish marine areas 

in the scale of 1:200,000, and forecasts of the 

environmental impact of this project, which 

includes the areas of: the exclusive economic 

zone, together with an adjacent zone, the 

territorial sea of the Republic of Poland, 

marine internal waters adjacent to the 

territorial sea and situated between the 

baseline of the territorial sea and the 

coastline, marine internal waters of the 

Gdańsk Bay. 

The draft plan does not cover the following 

Lagoons: Vistula, Szczecin, Kamień, as well 

port water areas. For these water areas, 

specific plans will be developed. Plans will 

be the basis for the adoption, in a form of a 

regulation, spatial management plans of the 

Polish marine areas. 

Further information, including links to online 
resources and maps where available 

 

 

Section VII: Other Matters 

A. Other information or comments important for the Agreement 

Text box 

B. Difficulties in implementing the Agreement 

Text box 
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Table 8.2 on Unexploded Ordnance (taken from OSPAR reporting format, with additional four columns at the end) 

OSPAR 
Ref. No 

Latitude 
WGS 84 

Longitude 
WGS 84 

Nature 
of 
Encoun
ter 

Date Type of 
munition 

Action 
taken 

State of 
munition 
(corrosi
on) 

Release, 
Destruction 
Latitude 
WGS 84 

Release, 
Destruction 
Longitude 
WGS 84 

Remarks Depth 
of 
explosi
on 

Estimated 
net weight 
of explosive 
material of 
demolished 
UXO  

Demolition 
charge: net 
weight of 
explosive 
material 
added  

Observations 
during 
explosion  

If 
available, 
otherwis
e leave 
blank 

Degree 
decimal 
to 4 
places 

Degree 
decimal to 
4 places. 
Negative 
for west of 
Greenwich 

Diving, 
Dredgin
g, 
Entangl
ement 
in Nets, 
Found 
on 
shore, 
Laying 
pipeline
s or 
cables, 
mine 
hunting, 
other 

dd/m
m/yy 

Chemical
, 
Firebomb
, 
Conventi
onal, 
unknown 

Destro
yed/bl
asted, 
Destro
yed/ot
her 
metho
d, 
Releas
ed at 
Sea, 
Dispos
ed of 
on 
land, 
Unkno
wn, 
other 

Heavily 
corroded, 
Partly 
corroded, 
Good 
condition
, 
Unknown 

Degree 
decimal to 4 
places 

Degree 
decimal to 4 
places. 
Negative for 
west of 
Greenwich 

Text Meters 

On 
Seafloo
r/raised 

TNT 
equivalent in 
kg 

TNT 
equivalent in 
kg 

high order/low 
order/ 
deflagration/un
known 

               

               

               

               

               

 


