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Legislation / national plans

https://www.mapa.gob.es/
es/prensa/ultimas-
noticias/el-gobierno-
aprueba-el-plan-nacional-
para-la-reducci%C3%B3n-
de-las-capturas-
accidentales-en-la-
actividad-
pesquera/tcm:30-584209

https://www.mapa.gob.es/
es/prensa/220111cmincap
turasaccidentalesrevgab_tc
m30-584207.pdf
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• Design a participatory process with the fishing sector, autonomous communities, NGOs and scientists to 
define the problems, objectives and measures necessary to reduce interactions. 

• Increase knowledge of the impacts on potential risk fleets for which information does not exist. 

• Track activity in risk fleets to understand the extent of interactions. 

• Analyze measures to reduce fishing mortality in risk fleets. Carry out pilot tests of mitigation measures in 
risk fleets. • 

• Develop management and release plans for captured species. • 

• Study and know the status of the populations of cetaceans, birds and sea turtles in Spanish waters and 
monitor the populations in international waters. 

• Prepare a royal decree to provide the plan with a stable legal framework and ministerial orders to apply the 
different measures. 

Furthermore, to guarantee unity in the actions of the different ministries involved, the Plan includes a 
collegiate working body made up of representatives of MITECO, MAPA and the Ministry of Science and 
Innovation through the CSIC. This body will also improve coordination in the actions necessary to achieve the 
stated objectives.



Projects

• CetAMBICion (finished in 2023)

• CIBBRiNA (2023-2029)

• MERMA CIFRA (Spanish government bycatch project, 2021-2024; monitoring, mitigation, 
profile of bycaught animals

• Also nationally funded bycatch work at AZTI and necropsy of bycaught animals by ULPGC 
and U Leon

• REDUCE (Horizon Europe bycatch project 2024-2027; Macaronesia and Northwest Africa)

• EMPHATIC (Biodiversa monitoring project 2024-2027; CSIC, CIIMAR, LRU, CIMA, DGRM –
eDNA, microbiomes, hormones, photogrammetry; occurrence and health indices)



And...
• New national funding and coordination (via IEO) for strandings networks

• SCANS IV participation

• High number of strandings this winter

• Planned, ongoing and recent work on

• Life history

• Diet (stomach contents, SI)

• Gut parasites

• PCB concentrations

• Ecological role (ecosystem models)

• People (IIM CSIC etc): Marie Petitguyot (PhD; stale isotopes, bycatch, historical killing, health), Andrea Fariñas 
(PhD; bycatch, other threats), Agatha Gil (PhD; distribution), Paula Gutierrez (PhD; distribution and abundance), 
Dr Alberto Hernandez (diet, bycatch, parasites), Dr Raquel Puig (pathology), Dr Rebeca Rodriguez (bycatch), 
Silvina Ivlayova (parasites)
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