
Beaked Whales

Natacha Aguilar de Soto  
Centro Oceanográfico de Canarias (IEO/CSIC)



Ziphiidae: a successful family
2nd most speciose family of cetaceans

24 beaked whale species

5 described in last decades

1 or + spp in all oceans



Carroll et al. 2023: Ramari’s Beaked whale Mesoplodon eueu



Europe: 6  species…many knowledge gaps 
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BLAINVILLE’S (MESOPLODON DENSIROSTRIS) 



CUVIER’s  (ZIPHIUS CAVIROSTRIS) 



Onofriou et al. 2022



ESUs & DIPs
Evolutionary significant units & 
Demographically Independent Populations

Onofriou et al. 2022



Niche diversification

Visseur et al. 2022: Sowerby’s are faster

Tyack et al 2006, Aguilar Soto 2006 etc

Cuvier´s record dives
Schoor et al. 2014 / Quick et al. 2020



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lz2jcSBRSR8&feature=player_detailpage


Wellard R, et al. (2016) 



Natural behavioural success
Non adaptative for new human disturbances

Aguilar de Soto et al 2020 



Increase moratorium to 100 nm
(non official yet, but applied)





Is their deep habitat safe?



THANKS!

Please come to study us, and be secure
and audacious when asking for

conservation actions in the deep oceans
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