
SMASSDatabase
A very brief update and very quick overview



SMASS Database – the story so far

• Background;
• ASCOBANS DB workshop ECS 2023

• Separation of UK schemes required for independent SMASS database development

• SMASS > Baseline + Necropsy Data 
• Ancillary test overview || Collaborations and data || Pathology data framework

• Glasgow University Software Services (GUSS)

• Development & user journey
• For us

• For others



Data collection & storage
• What, where when

• Sex || Age group || Level of Decomposition || PHOTOGRAPHS

• Generates additional data + samples
• Nutritional condition & blubber thickness

• Morphometric data (weight, length, girth)

• Gross pathology on all organ systems

• Samples 
• Cause of death (histo & bact)

• Life history (age&maturity, stomach contents)

• Specific research projects & collaborations (stable isotopes, toxicology)

• Routine suite of tissues for later processing/studies
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Data comes in at 
different stages 
and in different 

“formats”



What came before…



SMASS Database

• PostgreSQL

• Object – relational database

• Opensource

• Collection of tables

• Unique identifier (Primary KEY) links data

• Easy import/export and VALIDATION

• Bulk and individual records

• Add tables/expand database

• Add “flags” for sensitive data



SMASS Database; a fly through

•  Purposes for SMASS
•  Strandings coordination
•  Data management

• Case updates
• Collaborations

• User journeys → Important for later this morning
• Strandings coordination
• Data management

• Entry
• Upload



Strandings coordination; a fly through



Updating data; a fly through



Updating data in bulk; a fly through



Case selection; a fly through



Public facing; a fly through



SMASS Database

• Flexible platform with robust methods for data upload, download, and 
validation

• Management features

• Layers of access and editing rights

• Public facing = limites fields for viewing only

• Students/volunteers more limited editing capacity

•What/who is it for → user journeys
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