
Stranding.nl
Dutch marine strandings platform

Introduction

ECS / ASCOBANS

O Grove, Spain
16 April 2023

Dylan Verheul

dylan@observation.org

mailto:dylan@observation.org


Stranding.nl
Dutch marine strandings platform

Agenda

• Introduction

• What data is collected?

• Who maintains datasets?

• What about data quality?

• Contact information



Part of Observation.org (1)

• Platform for nature observations

• Citizen science and monitoring

• 210M nature observations

• 3rd largest dataset on GBIF

• Non-profit foundation under Dutch Law, 15 people / 10 FTE

• Partners in The Netherlands, Belgium, Luxembourg, Germany, Austra, Spain, ...
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Part of Observation.org (2)

• Since 2004

• Research grade data, 1250+ publications

• Experience in monitoring, examples:

• Meetnetten.be in Belgium (since 2015)

• EU Stag Beetle Monitoring

• Wallonia Bird Monitoring

• Major data provider for EBP (EuroBirdPortal)
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Client

• Ministry of Agriculture, Nature and 
Food Quality

Stakeholders

• Naturalis Biodiversity Center

• Wageningen University

• University of Utrecht / DWHC

• Dutch Seal Centers
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Successor to Walvisstrandingen.nl

• All data from walvisstrandingen.nl
will be loaded into stranding.nl

• Partnership with Naturalis 
Biodiversity Center
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Technology

• Stack: Python / Django

• Database: PostgreSQL / PostGIS

• Apps for Android and iPhone

• Multilingual

• Prepared for international use
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What data is collected (1)

• Observations (date, time, location, species, alive/dead, observer, et cetera)

• Strandings (stranding code)

• One stranding can have multiple observations

• Individual animals (multiple identifiers possible)

• One individual can have many observations

• One individual can be in multiple strandings
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What data is collected (2)

• Metadata and measurements 
are part of Stranding.nl

• Weight, length and other 
attributes can be connected to 
observations

• Attributes can be added by 
application manager without 
database changes
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Data access

• All validated data will be made 
available for rehabilitation centers, 
researchers and policy makers. 

• Public data uploaded to GBIF 

• Detailed data export to researchers 
(not public)

• Detailed data to Dutch national 
database (NDFF)
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Summary

• Collect observations, strandings, inviduals with metadata and measurements

• Datasets maintained by Observation.org and Stranding.nl partners 

• Quality assurance by validators (species experts) and stranding coordinators

• Public data on GBIF, detailed data to research centers and institutes

• Multilingual, international

• Connects to the public with mobile apps
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Thank you for your time.

Questions welcome!

Feel free to contact me:

Dylan Verheul

dylan@observation.org

mailto:dylan@observation.org
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