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ASCOBANS he Conservation of Small Cetaceans of the Baltic,
Atlantic, Irish and North Seas .
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Many, but all countries
in the Agreement Area
have already become Par-
ties to the Agreement and
ASCOBANS continues to
grow. The Parties share the
common concern that
continuously high bycatch
rates, habitat deterioration
and increasing anthropo-
genic disturbance are likely
to threaten the existence
of small cetaceans in the
Baltic and North Seas,
North East Atlantic and
Irish Sea.
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Agreement, obliges Parties to engag
habitat conservation and management, sur-
veys and research, pollution mitigation and
public information. To achieve its aim, AS-
COBANS also cooperates with Range States
that have not (yet) acceded to the Agree-
ment, with relevant intergovernmental or-
ganizations and non-governmental organi-
zations.

How does ASCOBANS work?

Three main bodies promote the implemen-
tation of the Agreement:

The Meeting of Parties (MOP):

The Meeting of the Parties is the decision-
making body of the Agreement. It meets
every three years to assess progress and
develop further steps in the implementation
of ASCOBANS. Non-Party Range States and
relevant regional, intergovernmental and
non-governmental organizations can attain
observer status to attend MOP meetings
without having power to vote.



