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EVENTS
6TH INTERNATIONAL DAY OF THE BALTIC HARBOUR PORPOISE (18 MAY 2008)
This year, the International Day of the Baltic Harbour Porpoise occurred on 18 May
2008. Once again, institutions in Sweden, Finland, Latvia, Lithuania and Germany
were honouring the day with various activities and events revolving around a common
theme and striving towards a common goal: disseminating information, promoting understanding and generating interest on the preservation of the Baltic Harbour Porpoise.
The ASCOBANS Secretariat team made use of the unique outreach opportunity presented by the 9th Meeting of the Conference of the Parties to the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD COP9, 19-30 May), which takes place in Bonn. ASCOBANS
shares a large tent with CMS and the other Agreements along the Plaza of Diversity
outside the conference venue. During the first few days, special room was given to
drawing attention to the Baltic Harbour porpoise. A new IDBHP banner was used as
an eye-catcher and matching postcards were distributed to the visitors.
Left: The new IDBHP banner and
matching postcards were well
received by the visitors to the
CMS Family tent. A plush dolphin
in a fishing net was photographed
repeatedly and led to interested
questions from many passers-by,
who gratefully also accepted
information material.
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Right: The Secretariat‘s new intern,
Mona Ahmed (left), and a visitor in
front of the ASCOBANS exhibition
panel of CMS.

The information stands of ASCOBANS attracted many interested visitors
from among the CBD’s international delegates, the employees of the German ministries surrounding the conference venue or the general public of
the city of Bonn. Many ASCOBANS postcards, leaflets and posters were
distributed, along with Year of the dolphin information and education material.
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More information on activities by our partners around the Baltic Sea can be found here.

MEETINGS
15TH ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING (31 MARCH - 3 APRIL 2008)
The Advisory Committee (AC) provides advice and information to the Secretariat and the Parties between the sessions of the decision-making
body of the Agreement, the Meeting of Parties (MOP), thereby facilitating
the implementation of the Agreement. All ten member states to the Agreement were represented at the meeting, which was held at the Secretariat’s
premises, the historical high-rise building Langer Eugen in the city of
Bonn, Germany. Also present were two intergovernmental and five nongovernmental organisations and two invited experts, who presented to the
delegates on relevant EC legislation and underwater noise, respectively.
The Meeting Report will shortly be available here.
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4TH JASTARNIA GROUP MEETING (25-27 FEBRUARY 2008)
The Jastarnia Group, a group of experts from the environment and fisheries sectors
of the countries surrounding the Baltic Sea which reports to the AC, this year met in
the dolphinarium of Kolmården Zoo, Sweden. Its mandate is to discuss progress
made and further implementation priorities for the so-called Jastarnia Plan – the Recovery Plan for the Baltic Harbour Porpoise. This plan, finalised in 2002, was endorsed by the ASCOBANS Parties at their 4th Meeting in 2003. It takes into account
the critical conservation status of the only cetacean species native in the Baltic Sea,
which despite strict protection on all political levels still experiences higher humaninduced mortality than the small population can sustain.
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Please click here to download the Jastarnia Plan or the Meeting Report.

ACCOBAMS SCIENTIFIC COMMITTEE (17-19 APRIL 2008)
In April 2008, the Scientific Committee of ACCOBAMS, the sister Agreement to ASCOBANS for the Mediterranean and Black Seas, met for the 5th time. Representing
both CMS and ASCOBANS, Marco Barbieri (ASCOBANS Senior Advisor) attended
this meeting in Rome with a view to further strengthening cooperation and synergy
between the cetacean-related agreements under CMS.
The scientists represented on the Committee inter alia considered in detail issues like population and distribution
studies, species conservation actions, Marine Protected Areas, anthropogenic noise, stranding networks and tissue banks, interaction with fisheries such as bycatch and ecological effects, ship strikes, climate change, solid
debris and whale watching activities.
Meeting documentation, including the final report, can be downloaded here.

WEBSITE ENHANCEMENTS
ANNUAL NATIONAL REPORT COMPILATIONS
The Annual National Report Compilations, produced by the Secretariat each year based on the reports submitted
by the Parties and some of the Range States, can now be accessed through the website. The available documents cover the years 1997 to 2006. As soon as all national reports for 2007 have been received by the Secretariat, it will produce a new compilation, which, like the previous ones, will be sent to HELCOM and also made
available for anyone interested for download from our website.

PROCEEDINGS OF JOINT WORKSHOPS WITH ECS HELD IN APRIL 2007 NOW AVAILABLE
We are pleased to announce that the Proceedings of the joint ASCOBANS/ECS Workshop on Offshore Wind
Farms and Marine Mammals and of the joint ECS/ASCOBANS/ACCOBAMS Workshop on Selection Criteria for
Marine Protected Areas for Cetaceans, held in San Sebastián, Spain on the margins of the 21st Annual Conference of ECS, are now available for download. Hardcopies can also be requested from the Secretariat. We wish to
reiterate our thanks to Peter Evans and all the contributors for these very valuable publications, which directly relate to the ASCOBANS Triennial Work Plan.
More and more offshore wind farms are constructed along the coasts of Europe and various
methodologies have been employed in order to assess possible impacts on cetaceans.
Parties to ASCOBANS at their 5th Meeting (2006) called for further research to be conducted
on the effects of wind farms on small cetaceans (Resolution 4). Accordingly, the aims of this
workshop were to examine the findings so far with respect to marine mammal impacts and
assess possible effects at the construction and production phase; and to recommend best
practice for monitoring species in the vicinity, together with impacts. Some consideration was
also given to other forms of renewable energy currently being considered
by European governments, such as tidal power.

A number of international commitments for cetacean conservation require
or strongly propose the establishment of marine protected areas (MPAs). However, no specific
criteria/guidelines for the identification of sites important for small cetaceans (or the necessary
management and monitoring measures) have been generally agreed such that the process
remains largely ad hoc. Accordingly, Parties to ASCOBANS at their 5th Meeting (2006)
recommended holding a one-day workshop to establish criteria and guidelines for the
identification of sites of importance for small cetaceans (Resolution 7).

UPDATED AND RESTRUCTURED LINKS-SECTION
The Links-section provided on the ASCOBANS website is currently under revision. We expect the restructured
and updated page to be online at the beginning of June. Please feel free to suggest any additions to the Secretariat. We are also grateful for notification in case a website was moved or deleted. Suggestions for additional
links are also welcome.

NEW SPECIES PAGES
As requested by the 15th Advisory Committee Meeting, the Secretariat has started developing pages on the cetacean species covered by ASCOBANS. The Secretariat will keep you posted on progress of this project.

OTHER ITEMS
GSM RECEIVES € 5,000 FOR THEIR BALTIC HARBOUR PORPOISE SIGHTINGS PROJECT
On 18 January 2008 TUI AG present a cheque for € 17,000 to UNEP/CMS, which represent the proceeds from the sale of merchandise articles for Year of the Dolphin 2007.
€ 5,000 of this goes toward the programme “Aquatic sportsmen sight harbour porpoises” conducted by the Society for the Conservation of Marine Mammals (GSM). Its
objective is to protect highly endangered harbour porpoises in the Baltic Sea by identifying preferred habitats.
GSM (www.gsm-ev.de) regularly informs the Advisory Committee of ASCOBANS on results obtained. In cooperation with the German Federal Nature Conservation Agency (BfN) a marine chart is being created containing all
important sighting positions (www.habitatmarenatura2000.de).

DOLPHIN MANUAL AVAILABLE IN PORTUGUESE
On 4 March, representatives of CMS, ACCOBAMS, ASCOBANS, WDCS
and TUI met at the UN Campus in Bonn, Germany, to discuss the plans
for the Year of the Dolphin campaign in 2008. Two website publications
were also released. The first is a recap of some outstanding activities and
achievements of Year of the Dolphin during 2007. The “Choice 20” list can
be downloaded here.
The Dolphin Manual, a highly popular educational brochure for children, is
now also available in Portuguese. This 9th language version was made
possible through the free-of-charge translation kindly provided by the Portuguese NGO CETUS and the coordination through the ASCOBANS Secretariat. We are very pleased to have contributed to making this publication available in one of our new Range States and this way hope to help
raise awareness of small cetacean conservation.
This effective teaching tool, which in a playful and enjoyable way introduces children to the biology of dolphins,
the threats they face and ways to engage in conserving them, will remain a key outreach medium far beyond the
end of the Year of the Dolphin campaign.

FILES FOR LOCAL PRINT PRODUCTION

We are pleased to announce that the joint CMS/ASCOBANS Secretariat offers to pass to interested institutions
the files needed for print production of the Dolphin Manuals and the new banner and postcard for the International
Day of the Baltic Harbour Porpoise free of charge.
The Dolphin Manual is currently available in Arabic, English, French, German, Greek, Italian, Portuguese, Spanish and Turkish. The production of a print-quality PDF of any other language can be coordinated through the Secretariat. Please approach us in order to get a quote from the designer. Sponsors, be it in-kind through translations or paying for production, will be acknowledged in the publication.
Print-quality PDFs for the English-language version IDBHP banner and postcards can also be requested from
the Secretariat. Further, we would be happy to send to you the InDesign-file for these two items in order to allow
you to have the text put in in your country’s language. We also offer to coordinate with the designer here to produce the material in your language if the translation is provided by you. Please approach us in order to get a
quote from the designer.

